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sed on Decem 
NG, JR., President of the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference (SCLC), Atlanta, Georgia, had told him recently that 
he plans in the coming year to expand his organization to make 
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throughout the United States. 








KING also told that he plans to become involved 
in the Labor Movement by lending his support to different 
unions (unnamed) where various companies are discriminating against 
Negroes in job opportunities and wages. KING said this support 
will be in the form of national boycotts against the products 
of the companies involved. KING indicated they would also aid in 
picket lines and other demonstration type activities connected 
with strikes. 


KING sdvinc Ae chix he may go international with 
respect to a "peace movement," but he did not give any details 
of his plans in this regard, except to say that several heads 
of African countries had invited him to visit them to discuss this 
matter, 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI and is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be dis- 
tributed outside your agency. 
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V. CLARENCE Hy KELLEY, ET AL (U.S.5.C., aor, 
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To: BAC, New York (100-136585) yf guia 
Fron: Director, FBI (100-106670) ALL We sya uy j 

CD c\ ple 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, 
SECURITY MATTER ~ ¢ wera oe (pa7P 


ReBuairtel 12/30/64 which made reference to a 
recent contact between Martin Luther King, Jr., and one 
Frank Stanley, Jr., of New York City. New York was 
instructed to attempt to identify Stanley, // 
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elet ype 12/31 J@R4 Maw York ad 


By ww Saggy Weg W aTgTY Ww awa && = i vis 
had no information c concerning the identity of 
Stanley. 1_/ 


Atianta airtel, copy to New York, 12/30/64, 
reported that Stanley had furnished his telephone munber 7 | 
as 333-8879, |). ! 


Bufiles contain the following references to a 
Stanley who may be identical to the individual who had 
been in contact with King. Wew York report SA 
/29/45, “Foreign Inspired Agitation Among the 
erican Negroes in the New York Field Division, Internal 
Security,” New York file 100-28627, contains information 
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the “Louisville Defender” was the President of the Negro 
Newspaper Publishers Association, Page three of the 
7/10/46 issue of the "Daily Worker” contains an article 
identifying Frank Stanley as President of the National 
Negro Publishers Association, The 1964 issue of the 
Ayers Directory of Newspapers and Periodicals lists an 
F.L. Stanley as Editor and Publisher of the "Loulaville 
Defender," } | 
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The foregoing is for the assistance of the 
ffice in identifying the Stanley who was in 
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SECURITY MATTER - 


ReATairtel 12/23/64, copy to Omaha, which enclose? 
a letterhead memorandum concerning the scheduled appearance 
of Martin Luther King, Jr., at Lincoln, Nebraska, 12/30/64, U 


ReOMairtel 12/31/64, copies to Atlanta, which 


advised that King spoke at Lincoln 12/30/64 before the 


eywaw ww SOB WEE SS PVG VS WS AVA GS Chic 


| a Quadrenial Conference of the Methodist Student Movement, U/ 


Omaha is instructed to report by letterhead 
memorandum information concerning King's presence in Lincoln 
and hig address before the Conference, Report information 
as available from public sources and established reliable 
sources, Make no other inquiries concerning King's preseuce 
in Lincoln, || 


1 - Atlanta (100-5586) 


DATE 12-6-9) BY SPAIn] 
le? & 


2 


> JAN & 1965 
MAILED 27, 
JAN=--£ 185° 
be [| cOMM-rBI | 


aa 
re 


a pe - 
ee que ae 


Sct. e VA cai Pe 


\ Mate woom UT) recetype unit LJ 


-— to 


‘ ) 
RE: BFRNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE ti. KELLEY, EY AL. 
(J.S.D.C., D.C.) CIVIL ACTIC.S Wik. 7621185 


SOUTHENN CHRISTIAN LEADERSIIP CONFERENCE (SCC) 
V. CLARSNCE ii, AULLEY, ET AL (U.S.0.C., bec 
CIVIL. & STON NULZER 76-1186 


series 4 pulled from this file under court order of 
U.S. District Judee Jonn Lewis Smith, Jr., and sent to 
National Archives. ~ 


_ 4 


-. C J 
sgt te FBI 


Date: 12/23/64 





Transmit REASSIFEO Wt 
eae AND ___: 
aA a 







Via A 






TO: BiReCTOR, FBI (i00- ibgaFay i* Gore aa 


’ oC. e 
FROM: SAC, NEW YORK (100-136585) 





SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
L i SM-C bI; 


. | Enclosed are six copies of a letterhead memoreancums ja 
at captioned and dated as above, 


( b(2) k 2(D The source who furnished tite information was ea 
od 


» & Source close to CLARENCE JONES, 


ae : The sources used in the » characterizations in the 
letterhead memorandum were: 







aw} 





af 


} Wee LL sake 
- New York (100-73250) (CLARENCE 38 
~ New York (100- B79 ie da nt 2) 







New York 100-153735 
, New York ae 


eee x << 
| ~ x & 
seg oN —®B 
‘oS 4 ~- Bureau (100- aateea bene. 6) (RM) Peer ao 
os (1 ~ 100-442509 (er RM) Brees he ca ale YOo: 

NN y» *@- ‘ea rR OOy 6 oa LUTHER KING, JR. aris Ente) ‘5 
oo “ 1 - 100 {O 7 
| . 2- vackson (157- area rn ay aie “Soap 
"| n s7- |) (C6 by /: 
i = 

1 

1 


CIRM) (42) — xewy¥ 21 DEC 24-1964 
Met. acst., Ont Ost: SEC.SER; 3] 


ea ™ SD, CROD, RAG, Samp 
(13)"" £ ENCLE SURE DATE vow. La ded € - ae 
AN 
ay 4 


2 f ROC £45 0) AH. 
eu It me J. 
C : = 


gp ee ere - le 
hee i AES reeinae 4 ie 1% 


Approved: se _/ Sent _M Per | 


€0 wane e ton 












cial Agent ae Charge 


ud Je CATY¥ [Vee LUM § $4, 





1-750 €2-7-79) ‘ ~ 


ed 


XXXXXK 
XXXXXX 
XXXXXX 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


I Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


x Deleted under exemption(s) bh) with no segregahle 


material available for release to you. 


L_] {nformation pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 


& 


Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


a 


{| Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) . 
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 





_.._..— Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government ageney(ies); ———... .- — ___-_— : 
__.. .. .__ as the information originated with Dien You wii. 
be advised of availability lupo upon return ae the material to the FBI. 





ee Fe ce ee om 





—r ——-—- 





Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


ces ‘Ce eT i coi eS kee a: ial cae a aoe nena aT 5) aa Seo Seal Sam om se ee 2 ems 6 am otem coe aoe ce ee ee ee ee ee ce ee 


7 The following number is to be used for paps regarding these ee 
ie DLE? LA. Af 
fL0 <a -/066 Ae me & G/ Bs “e" of. Gt \ Cee 


XXXXXXXXKXXKKXXNXXX 
$ DELETED PAGE(S) ‘ 
Y NO DUPLICATION FEE. ¥ 
XXXXKX X FOR THIS PAGE. |X 
KXKX VX KXKNNXNXXNNARAXNKXAAAX 
XNNXXNX 


Fel/oos 


Sie ie 


iJ 


+ Aye 


i 
dt ee. oe 


Ly Ar. a 


‘ 
\ 
4 


‘ 





UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 





eee eo New York, New York 


December 23, 1964 pee . (2-40 
Bureau 100-106670 CLASSI Er, ain 
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bhi Quay tom aiGNh Sees /2: 
Re: Martin Luther King, Jr. : | L2BEY. 


Security Matter - C lo o7+4 


A confidential source, who has furnished reliable 
information in the past, advised on December 21, 1964, that 
Martin Luther King, Jr. (President of the Southern Christian 
eadership Conference, SCLC), was in contact with Clarence 
ones on that date. Jones told King that he had a recent ae 
| scussion with Walter Fauntroy (Director of the Washington, D.C. ~ 
office of the SCLC), regarding King’ - getting involved with 
| the "challenge of the Mississippi Democratic Freedom 
Movement". Jones said he had studied it and thought it was 
' a good legal and creative position. t5 


With regard to the Mississippi Democratic 
Freedom Movement, "The New York Times", 
December 21, 1964, described the movement 
aS a challenge to the seating of 
Mississippi's all white representatives 
in Congress, (UJ 


The source, in continuing, said, Jones and King 
discussed a way for King and the SCLC to become involved, 
prompting Jones to remark that he and King should give thought 
to getting together, perhaps in Washington, D.C,, before 
January 4, 1965, to discuss the matter, King acknowledged LJ 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 


its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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Re: Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Security Matter - C 


his interest in becoming involved, adding, however, that he had 
had problems with the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee, 
(SNCC) and the Council of Federated Organizations (COFO), in 
the past, Jones said they should see if King could get 


_dnvolved, but not through them (SNCC and COFO). He suggested 
|his (King's) involvement on an independent basis, prompting 


King to reply that the should think it through and find out 
the best thing to do. 


oe lati Pi a a a a Pa ee they’ fanrny\ 


Jgones and King discussed whether ney LoULNy } 
should have their own program in Mississippi. King remarked 
that they have good grass roots there. King asked of Jones 
what "they" wanted him to do, causing Jones to answer "they 
want you to get involved, but it 4s. feared that you will 
steal the show." Jones said he would determine what King could 
do of value. ¢ J 


With regard to a possible meeting before the 4th 
of January, 1965, King said he would inquire of Fauntroy as 
to whether it was feasible. He said he would be in Atlanta 
most of the time during Christmas. Jones said in view of 
that, "they" could go to Atlanta. According to the source, 


King was agreeable. c/ 


During their contact, King and Jones also considered 
questions pertaining to the #yax laws applicable to his award 
for receiving the Nobel Peace Prize. In that regard, King 
said he was of the impression that he could give $6,000 to the 
SCLC tax free, but did not know about the $17,000 for the 
Unity Council (United Council of Harlem Organizations), 

Jones said in that regard,that he had a long discussion with 
"our friend" after "your" (King's) father saw him in New York, 
and he (Jones) discussed it with him. Jones said he would 


check with his tax authority and let King know the answer. (/ 


Clarence Jones is the General Counsel 
to the Gandhi Society for Human Rights, _, 
15 East 40th Street, New York, New York. l/ 





Sa 


*« « fret ite veinte iy. rem ; ell 


Ages” Martin Luther King, Jr. 





Securtiy Matter-C 


bl!) 





The Labor Youth League has been a eee 
pursuant to Executive Order 10450. ; { 

It 1s noted that in the past, it has been 
determined that when King and Jones refer 
to "our friend" and "our man,” they are 
referring to Stmiley Levisone ~/ 








ree mmo tetas SN 


ee 
3 
a3 S 


4 


an sapere wer naamnen eel 





12/30/64 


1 — Mr. Baumgardner 
Airtel a ene 






To: BACs, New York (100-136585) bale) 
Atlanta (100-5586) 


=] ww wae wT 


Fron: Direstor, WBI (100-106670) Aj | INFORMATION CONTAINED 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. HEREIN 1S UNCLASSIFIED 
SECURITY MATTER - € MATE 12-5 GF BYS#P/Mm/A 


6276 
ReATtol] 12/29/64, Xerox copy of which is enclosed 


for Ney rk. 


New York is instructed to immediately attempt to 
identify the Frank Stanley, Jr., of New York City who was . 
in contact with subject. Review appropriate files and 
contact established sources. Take no action which may prove 
embarrassing to the Bureau, Similarly, attempt to identify | 
Riley Branton, Check this individual's name also as Wiley 
Branton, | 


Atianta should furnish any information available 
concerning Stanley and Branton, Note that retel should 
have also been directed to New York with leads for identifying _ 
individuals mentioned above, . 


Afford this matter prompt attention and results 
should be furnished Bureau by most expeditious means 
appropriate based upon information developed, 
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Large Turnout Hurt G.0.P, . 
in Contests Across Nation 
A mrvey of some hard-fought 
House and Senate races indl- 
cates that the Negro vote 
emerged Tuesday as a potent 
force in certain Southern and 
Border states although Senator 
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"IF YOU RECEIVE MORE THAN ONE COPY 
OF A MAILING... 


Although we try ty avoid duplication, it is not al- 
ways possible or 2cunomical for us to do so. It 
would actually cost ten times the saving in postage 
to cross-check each list. If you have received dupli- 
cate material from: us we hope you will share it 
with others. 
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e No officer of SCLC, including Dr. King, 
receives any salary or compensation for 
his services. 


e Our administrative costs in 1963 were 
only 8.3% of our income—a ratio which 
is considered by all agencies as extremely 
low. 


e Our books are audited by Jesse B. Blay- 
ton, Certified Public Accountant. Our fi- 
nancial statement is published annually 
and copies are extensively circulated and 
are available to the public. 


e Each contributor is kept informed of our 
activities by means of our monthly news- 
letter. 


YOUR CONTRIBUTION TO SCLC SUPPORTS: 


Voter Registration (Southwide) 


Citizenship Clinics and Work-shops on non- 
violence 


Direct Action Projects to end segregation 


Merit Employment Frograz.s to end foh dis. 
criminaton 


Special Educational Scholarships 


Legal Defense and bail for victims of racial 
injustice 


@ Citizenship and literacy schoole — 


eo e@—-6 & 


oe SCLC IS DEDICATED TO = 3-—— 
helping the American Negro attain 


first class citizenship by NON-V1O- 
LENT direct action and education. 





“No American can afford to be apathetic 
about the problem of racial injustice,” 
—Murtin Luther King, Jr. 


b BOUTHERN ee LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 
A noensectaran agency 


337 Auburn Ave., N. E., Ationte, Ge. 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
President 





Treasurer 


{see other side} 
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History. was made in the ieesrdeatal election as the Negro vote revealed = | 
itself as a powerful new force in the contest with reaction. In addition ~_ 
to its remarkable growth, this new vote disclosed strikingly individual ~~ .~. 
features. With remarkable cohesion and perception, Negroes cast 95% of «7-7 ° 
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“their yotes for President Johnson, a_Southerner. Mr. Goldwater relied upon °', ¢ 
a refined racism to give him the Presidency of the United States, ‘but At ors ID 


gave him oS five states of a old Confederacy and his bome state. fatag oh 
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’ The New York. ‘Times jn a iroui page survey ‘declared that the ‘Negro Vote. Seen es 
“emerged as a potent force in certain Southern and Border states". Theit Sh een 

study of key Democratic contests in the North indicated "that a massive. (* Lo. onl, 

_ Negro vote was the ee or important element". oe hs ahd oe i aar b! 
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This new political force te n0 accident, nor is it merely the consequence set er a a 
of the injection of the civil rights issue in uniquely sharpened form. Many vA aa she 
years of dedicated labor and bitter sacrifices in long registration campaigns 
were the foundations for this achievement. The murder of registration woEE” 

ers and widespread ‘pombings of homes, churches and Synagogues were em-~. et bt 
prover 10 freere us in terror - but easy, petted. cote! een. eae wo, 
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Our organization, SCLC, has: always siven voter education ana “registration ee see ae 
a priority Over our many other activities. This priority will continue - oe 


Though millfons of Republicans re- 
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because our task iS yet unfinished, : 
fused to vote for Mr. Goldwater, other millions cast their votes for ex~ Se Meee 
tremism. They remain a menace to the forward progress of the nation. Beyond’ | + °- 
‘this, the consolidation of reaction in the deep South puts a special duty + he 
upon the Negro voters. They are the most unified, cohesive democratic force ; ce eee 
in this hard core area. We most increase their numbers by registering. -'. aed eg Se 
several miltion- additional Negroes in the South, This must be steoutished oe ea 
fin! the mast “difficult areas where resistance frequently roars from a gun. be eee oe ole 
barrel or. sal easier ‘in’ oe at penene of ayngn tog RS . “ ee pM neers PO 
We are occupied seven sags a siete carrying on other eiently important’ 
activities not reflected in headlines. Our salaried staff people are in” i ake 8 
over twenty Southern cities. We service hundreds of communities from - E 
Atlanta. We conduct hundreds of permanently established citizenship eeaiae 
ing classes to remedy the faulty education Negroes have received and pro-: ... 
vide literacy education for the wholly uneducated ~ penetrating the deepest, “4 
backwaters of the South with & type of NETS She -help ores in our mover st 
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We ask you to be a part of this moral crusade by contributing sorely . 4 
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funds, You can invest la a damocratic Am=rica by siding this vital 
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Mamrakdum st 4 
TO : DIRECTOR, FBI DATE: 12/22/64 
os Vv 
! FROM: SAC, JACKSONVILLE (157-0) (C) : - f 
peas a © e.. 
SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. ie f 
INFORMATION CONCERNING : 
RACIAL MATTERS : 
7 


Enclosed for Bureau is a pamphlet entitled "Unmasking 
Martin Luther King, 1g, Jr., the Deceiver." act NRA DEANE RIN 


2h aie ir, Ora 
| RC) or seiarere 
Gainesville, Florida, made available To 


7 SA the enclosed pamphl blished by 
the Chris n Crusade, Tulsa,-Oklahoma. onion, 
advised he receca this pamphlet through the mails approx BBL ery 
oO | a year ago, but he does not recall the a ypeat 
| Ail de, Me a Hav 
ae «:::-: he eit zes the Bureau oa 
aiready possesses niormation set forth in the pamphlet 


oe concerning KING, but requested the pamphlet be submitted to 
: the Bureau for whatever value it may be. 
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stated he has always had the 
highest admiration for Mr. HOOVER and his efforts towards 
es improving the law enforcement profession. He stated he has 
ina oemeee 4 always “believed what he (Mr. HOOVER) says. ttt 
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“Elizabeth Dhl reported in her book, 
“The Red Network,” thet, during the seven 
yeare from 1923 10 1930, the NAACY received 
eomre $43,0000 frome the radiral Garland Fund” 


alao discloeed thet the of ficial repurn of the 
Fourth National Coavemtion of the { ommanit 
Farty of the United Staare held ia 1925 asatert thet 
‘the Party had penetrated the NAACP.’ * 


In 1958, J. B. Marhews, an expert on Communit 
infiltration, wrote: 


“Listed on rhe current letrerheads of the NAACP 
are the names of 236 different national officers, One 
hundred forty-five (or more chan 61 per cent) of these 
individuals have been involved, in une way o¢ another, 
with Communit enterprises, for a grand rocal of 2,200 
affiliacrons of public record” 


IGNG AIDS COMMUNIST PARTY OGJECTIVES 


The Communist Party has often and in numerous 
places outlined ics objectives for the Negro in America. 
In 1928, the Party publuhed a pamphlet written by 
John Pepper, the representative of the Communist 
Party in the United States, in which he said: “The 
Communes must perncipace in a]l national Jiberation 
movements of the Negroes whixh have a real mass 


Negro Communist leader Benjamin Davis pub 
lished his pamphiet enutled “The Path of Negro Lib 
eration,” in whach he wroee: 


“Consequently the Negro people ars moving in 
the direction of some form of starchood in the Biack 
Bett. This would mean en adjustment of recufxarion 
of the lines demarking $2 states through whkh runs 
the Black Belt area where Negro people are in a 
majority.” 

The remarkable way in whkh Martin Luther King 
has ficced into these goals of the Communist Party ts 
artesied fo on the pages of the official Parry organ, 
The Worker. The (xtober 30, 1960 edition lefr no 
question as to the importance which the Communises 
recognize tn the person of Rev. King toward achieving 
theis Communist goals. After Rev. King was jailed 
in Aclanta following chree days of mass sit-ins and 
prketing by hundreds of scudencs of the Atlanta Uni- 
vecsiry Center, in an appeal usually reserved for cop 


Party functionaries, the Worker cold iss Communist 
subscribers: 


“The outrageous senrencing of Rev. Martin Luther 
King, Jr., requires the prosese of all decent Americans. 


“Demand Dr. King's immediace release. Demand 
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that the persecution of che sit-inners be haulred. De- 
mand that the federal government protect those who 
exercise cher Constitumonal ‘right of the people peace- 
abty ro anembic and to peunon che Government for « 
redress of grecvarces.” (Note chat the Worker takes 
no mae of the “civil disobedience” engaged in by 
the “peaceful” sir-tnners. Ed. } 


“... The cause for which Dr. King speaks is the 
cause, not of the Negro people alone, but of all demo- 
Craik Ameria 


“Let, then, labor speak ouc. Let al) organizations 
of the people speak out. Let all right-minded Ameti- 
cans speak out. 


“Wire ot phone to President Essenhower and to 
both presidential candidates, Richard Nixon and John 
Kennedy. Let your Representatives and Senators hear 
from you. 


“Let every candidace — for every post from scare 
legtslaror ta president — back up his avowed allegiance 
to civil rights by acting now. If he won't act now, 
what can you expect after elecuon?” 


TOP COMMUNISTS SPEAK FOR KING 


So ingrained into the workings of the Communist 
Party are the policies and actions of Rev. King chat 
his incarceration evoked protests from the top Com- 
munist command in che U.S. The same issue of the 
Worker said: 


“Gus Hall, general ecerctary, and Benjamin 
Davia, aatianal secretary of the Communist 
Party, on Monday protested the arrest of the 
Rev, Dr. Martin Lasher King, in wires to Pree 
ident Eisenhower, vice-president Richard Nizou 
and Sen. John Kennedy, and demanded the 
Rev. King's release.” 


Rocketed to national prominence through che dis- 
torted and one-sided coverage given his infamous and 
legal activecses by the left-wing press and Life, Time, 
and Look magazines, Martin Luther King now has the 
officsal car of Washington on behalé of his crusade. 
The February 5, 196! issue of the Communist W’orker 
quoted King as saying, “The Justxe Department ‘has 
vast potential’ to open up ‘hitherto untried avenues in 
the desegregation struggle.” The power inherent in 
executive orders has never been exploited.” 


KING PULLS WASHINGTON STRINGS 


As 35 the case with most Communist directives 
these days, the step from announcement to fulfillment 
is a short ane. The Newsweek magazine, May 1, 1961 
reported: 
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“Full protection for any Negro trying to 
begisier for voting. That's what Attorney Gen- 
ral Robert Kennedy promised the Rev. Martin 
King al a private meeting in Weehington lest 
-week, The Negro leader is about o faunth « 
new cempaign throughout the Seuth to add 
230,000 Negro voters to the rolls,” 


The WEEKLY CRUSADER is at o loss to under- 
stand why the Actorncy General, who was acuve in 
the McCarthy hearings into Communist and un-Ameri- 
can acuviues, if now making promises to Communsit 
collaborators at an official of the US. government, 


FULL SCALE INVESTIGATION CALLED FOR 


Marun Lurher King’s open, deceitful influence over 
30 Much of our population is a national disgrace. The 
WEEKLY CRUSADER calls for an all out investiga. 
non into the activities of this co-operacor with known 
Communists. Concerned Ametxans would like the 
answers to the following pertinent quescons: 


1, Is Martin Luther King interested in che Negro 
for dhe Negro’s sake or for the furtherance of Com- 
Munist Objectives in Our Country? 


2. Where does Martin Luther King derive the 
income for bis multinudinous activioes? Whar large 
inrerests are paying bis way? 


3. What are the REAL reasons for his objections 
to the House Committee on Un-American Activines? 
Could ic be chat he fears exposure of his crue motives 
from this investigating committee? 


4. Why does this man, who has selected known 
Communists as his closesr-associates and advisers, have 
access ro che top offices of our government and personal 
auchences with our policy making leaders? 


ie ts time Marin Luther King was unmasked before 
the Amencan public. Only a full-scale investigation 
will serve che best interests of both the Negroes and 
whires of our nation. 
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Recent statements by race agiracoe Martin Luther 
King, Jr, clearly indicace char it ts time to rip off his 
pious mask and reveal! che real purpose and drive behind 
his anti-American activiees. Though King has been 
sainted 1 many popular weekly magazines, his infa- 
mous alliance with Communist objectives and person- 
alives has been kepe a carefully guarded secret. 


The Tulsa Tribune, May 4 1961, carried an article 
dacelined Atlanta, (Ga) which read: “The Rev. Mar- 
tin Luther King, Jr. and 16 other big names in the 
Southern Negro integration movement joined today in 
demanding that the controversial House Un-American 
Acuvities Commitiee be abolished and thar a man jailed 
for defying it be pardoned by President Kennedy. 


“Carl Braden of Louisville, Ky., whose release the 
bi-racial leaders were demanding, was jailed Monday 
along wich Frank Wilkinson of Los Angeles. The cwo 
were convicted by a federal jury in Allanca in early 
1959 foe refusing to tell the House Committee whether 
they were Communisa . . . 

“King said the jalling of Wilkineoe and 
Braden ts evidence that ‘McCarthyisin’ is on the 
rise again. Fe told United Preas International 
that Tuavs no doubt they are being punished 


~~ particolarly Mr. Braden — for their integra 
toa acUritics.” ” 


Rev. King, in his srarerment chat Braten was jailed 
because of his integration activines, convemently ig- 
nores the facr thac both Braden and W'ilkinson are 
known, identified Communisss and that Braden is field 
director of the Southern Conference Educational Fund. 
According to sworn testimony before the Florida Legis- 
lation Investigation Committee, Feb. 10, 1958, Dr. J. B. 
Marthews said, “The principal function of the Southern 
Conference Educational Fund is to serve as a bridge 


- berween the Communist Party on che one hand and 


mis-guided Southern Liberals on the other hand. The 
Southern Conference Educational Fund is the new name 
for the Southern Conference for Human Welfare of 
which the Senate Security Subcommittee said‘... was 
conceived, financed and set up by the Communist Par- 
ty in 1938 as © mass organization to promae Com- 
murism throughout the Southern Starex’” 


Mr. Wilkinson could hardly be punished for his 
integration activities since This perticllar function for 
the Communist Parry is field tepresentaave for the 
Communist front The Nationa! Commitie to Abolish 
the Howse Un-American Acteities Commutios, 
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ASKING IMPORTANT QUESTIONS 


An edrrorial in the Ss. Petersthurg Independent, 
March 7, 1961, said concerning the sentencing of 
Braden and Wilkinson: 


“Ir was most certainly pertinent ro and important 
for the (House Un-American Activities) commiree 
co find out if possible whether Wilkinson was fighting 
the committee as an American of as a Communist. 
And it was equally pertinent to find out whether 
Braden was working for integration as an American 
with concern for the Negro or as « Communist con- 
cerned foe the advancement of the cause of the 
Kremlin.” 


The same alleearching quesiione could well 
be aaked in the case of the pro-Soviel agilator 
Martin Lather King, Jr. King’s constant agite- 
tion of racial troubice, his altack against our 
private enlerprinc eyelem as guaranired in our 
Federal Constitution in an bodiana speech leet 
summer, and hie recent open allisnee with 
enemies of our nation, places him squarely in 
the carop of subversives, 


King’s Communist affiliations and acquaintances 
go back many years and eseablish a clear partern of 
Marxist affinity. 

Over the Labor Day weekend, 1957, Martin Lucher 
King was a participant in the 25th anniversary sem- 
nar on the integration struggle sponsored by the 
Highlander Folk Schoo!, Monteagle, Tennessee. He has 
been closely associated with the leadership of the school 
since that ume. The Highlander Folk School was 
founded ta 1932 by Myles Horton and Don Wes: 
James Dombrowski joined them shortly thereafter. 
Don Wese was district director of the Communist 
Party of North Carotina. 


Paul Crouch, the top Communist Party functionary 
in the south, testified before the Subcommittee of the 
Commirtee on Un-American Activities that Dombrow- 
bki “gave me che impression of being completely pro- 
Communist and anxious to collaborate with the Com- 
muntst Party and follow its leadership without taking 
the risk of actual Party membership.“ 


KING ASSOCIATES WITH COMMUNIST SCHOOL 


Peul Crouch further testified that “The 
Highlander Folk School is... operaled ,. . 
ostensibly as an independent labor ecbool but 
aciually working in i co-operalion with the 
Communist Party,” , 


Pictures taken at the Highlander Folk School over 
the 1957 Labor Day weekend show Martin Luther King 
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with Abner W. Berry, Negro member of the Central! 
Committee of the Communist Party and columnist for 
the Daily Worker. Another in the photograph was 
Aubry Williams, President of the Southern Conference 
Education Fund and a top leader of all-out integration. 
According :o tht Daily Worker, Sept, 10, 1957, 
Williams spoke “prophetically” when he declared that 
the siruation in che south “is only a short Step tO pen- 
eral violence” and chat the “seuff out of which rebel- 
hons are made is definirely being planted.” Aubry 
Williams has at lease 43 separate listings as being 
associated with Communist fronts and organizations. 
Pere Seeyer, a nationally known folk singer who has 
been prominently identified with the Communist 
movement in this country for many years, was another 
Labor Day atcraction at the school, Seeger has been 
named as a member of the Communist Party in sworn 
restumony. 


KING LAUDED BY COMMUNIST PRESS 


Rev. King is president of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference and led the bus boycott in 
Montgomery, Alabama. His activines are usually 
highly praised in the Communist press as is evidenced 
by these gushing lines from the pen of Herbert Ap- 
theker, Communist editor of Political Affasrs: 


“And in Montgomery, Alabama, there is the epic 
scruggie of the entre 50,000 members of its Negro 
community. ... Here, with women in the lead, is rhe 
unparalleled and unbreakable splendor af an entire 
people speaking out to the world in rones of purity 


and self-sacrifice end saying: ‘We will live in free-. 


dom, in our own day and here in our own city.” ~ 


King also led the Negro "March on Washington” 
and was accompanied by his manager Bayard Ruskin, 
who, according to the Daily Worker, arrended the 1957 
convention of che Communist Party. According to one 
entiCommunia paper, “Bayard Ruskin is listed as a 
membet of the Editorial Board of Liberation. . . (2) 
pacifist-anarchist publication. Ruskin contribures an- 
other aracle and is identified as having ‘had many 
years of direct experience in racial conflicts in che 
South.” In 1946 he served a sentence on the chain 
gang in N. C for refusing to sit in the Negro section 
of a bus. He went co India in 1947 and Africa 
in 1953. He is an expert on Civil Disobedience.” 
KING WORKS WITH COMMUNISTS 

In the Youth March for Integrated Schools of 
Washington, D.C. in 19538, Martin Luther King was 
co-chairman of the group along with veteran Com. 


munist-fronter A. Philip: Randolph. The march wat 
fortified by chree bus loads of Communists from the 
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cared Communist New York Teacher's Union. Again, 
Rev. King made the pages of the Communist Worker 
which reported: “Rev. King said: The Oppressed Al- 
ways Marched For Freedom.” On May 17, 1959, the: 
Worker devored the entire front page and fourteen 
columns of print co the March. That King's Washington 
March was axied and engineered by the Communists 
is attested to by the Worker. On page 15 they said: 


“Large numbers of the Left (Communist) forces 
actively aided in mobilizing support for the Youth 
March and were in vast audience.” 


Challenge, official publication of the Young Pro- 
ple's Socialist League (11-1-58) headlined the story 
and pointed our thar the Marchers White House Sru- 
dent delegation leader and 14 of the main youth or- 
yanizers were members of the YPSL os 


LAWLESSNESS AND VIOLENCE 
ACCOMPANY KING 


Martin Luther King also has the dubious distinc- 
tion of being associated with inregrationise groups de- 
signed to stir up racial trouble, The Tula W’ orld, May 
15, 1961 reported the violence associated with two bus 
loads of Negroes and whites sponsored by “Freedom 
Riders” a group seeking to break the segregation bar- 
net on the South. The “Freedam Riders” were part of 
a group connected with CORE — Congress of Racial 
Equality. The 1958 CORE lerterheads show King on 
the Nanonal Advisory Comminee along with a num- 
ber of other Red-fronrers. 


Rev. King has also been associared with the 
NAACP -~— The National Associanion For The Ad- 
vancement of Colored Peopie. Or the $ foundess of 
the NAACP, only one was a Negro. He is an identi 
fed Communiss — WEB, DuBoss. 


According to Arorney General Eugene “* of 
Georgia, “. . . white peopie with long recoru 4 af- 
finity for, affilianon with, and partxipation in Com 
munist, Communist-frone, feliow-traveling of subver- 
SiVe OFfanizauons, activities and causes have directed 
and subsidized the NAACP. .. . the Presxdent, the 
Chairman of the Board, the "Honorary Chairman’, 11 
of the 28 Vice Presidents, the Treasurer, 28 of 47 
Directors, the Chairman of the Nanonal League Com- | 
mumee, the Execunve Secretary, the Special Council, 
the Assistant Special Council, rhe Southease Regional 
Secretary, the Wes: Coasr Secretary, the Director of 
the Washington Bureau, the Director of Public Rela- 
wons and two Ficid Secretaries. The transcript of this 
evidence mumbers 121 pages of single-spaced, ty pe- 
written copy and would require more than six hours 
to be read aloud 
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Hon. J. Edgar Hoover, Dir. 
Fed. Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Sir: 


Enclosed is a clipping from my Stair: ruver 
which I thought would be interesting to you. 

I think the column quite timely arc its ecrtonts 
should be wicely circulatca but not likely, te be tl tise us Gu 
well realize, the news media is highly !-..s€a 22-'.2t we s'bite 
Southerners. 
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RE: BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE HM. KeLLiy, ET AL, 
(U.S.D.C, D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185 


SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) 
V. CLARENCE Mo RELLTY, EP AL (U.S.5.C., D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 


Unrecorded serial dated jrhdfey pulled from this file 
under court order of U.S. District Judge John Lewis 
Smith, Jr., and sent to National Archives. " 
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CIVIL ACTION NULBER 76-1186 


Serial a6 pulled from this file under court order of 
U.S. District Judze John Lewis Smith, Jr., and sent to 
National Archives. ~ 
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RE: BERNARD S, LEE V. CLARENCE NM. KELLEY, ET AL. 
(U.S.D.C., DG.) CIVIL ACTION NUE 75-1185 


SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) 
ViocCEN RCE tie [oer eo AL Ses C.y. D.C. 
CIVIL ACTION NULSEA 76-1186 


Serials 9 pulled from this file undex court order of 
U.S. District Judze Jonn Levis Smith, Jr., and sent to 
National Arclives. : 
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mdicated, explain this deletion. 
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material available for release to you. 


__.__ with no segregable 


Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 


Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


Document(s) originating with the folowing government agency(ies) 2. 
ce ae ee ~=)0  , was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 
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RE: BERNARD S, LEE V. CLARENCE NM. KELLEY, ET AL. 
Ci.S,0<C.< DeGu) CIVIL ACTION AUas Joe l)05 


SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADEASHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) 
v: Cr. ty. KALE; 2 AG CUsS sbi Cey. els) 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 


serial bod pulled frou this file under court order of 
U.S. District Judce Jonn Lewis Smith, Jr., and sent to 
National Archives. = 
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Vs CLAMEACE Te KELL oA. (Ue Se U.C.s. (DeC.) 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 


serialGo> pulled from this file under court order of 
U.S. District Jucce Jonn Lewis Smith, Jr., and sent to 


National Archives. 
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U.S, District Judce John Levis Smith, Jr., ana sent to 
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BERNARD S, LEE V. CLARENCE tl. KELLEY, ET AL. 
(U.5.D.C., D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMEER 76-1185 


SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCI1C) 
V.) CLARENCE. 1, RELLEN. Eo AL (vsS.). Gey DeCe) 
CIVIL ACYION NUMBER 76-1186 


SerialG@5] pulled from this file under court order of 
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os ~ bo7¢ ey rege: BY LIAISON 
i ~~ Mr. Mohr 
i= Mr. Rosen 
) Honorable Bill D, Moyers 1 - Mr, Sullivan 
Special Assistant to the President 1 - Liaison 
The White House 
Washington, D. C, 
. Dear Mr, Moyers; ; 
Z thought the President would | 
| the following ~Pfprmation concerning the 
: tin Luthe reds ag ae. Which has been furnished :by ~3- 
4 Sources of this Bureau who have supplied o 
mation in the past. U cee oe | 
cea a 
oe CUCU! l 
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Pe oe c= 
- SN 
poirot 100-106670 “Lp 
Delon i - 100-442599 (CIRN) 
Casper __ 
cones” DOTA: eb Atay Pf 
Evans (13) Ea i eh iat 
Roser es yer dow any 
Trotter a, . py: Ad Bly. tl, 
sey RAL 
BONG) cee MAIL Roowl_] TELETYPE unit [_] : 
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® BERET 
Honorable Bill D, Noyers 


This information is also being furnished to 
the Acting Attorney General and other officials of the 
Department of Justice, () 


Bincerely yours, 


NOTE: 


seer 


See memorandum Sullivan to Belmont dated 12/21/64, 
captioned "Communism and the Negro Movement--A Current 
Analysis," prepared by TPR:rbm, 
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Sources advised that a lay highly organi bd 1950 


group Within the national organization of the NAACP is attemptinc- 
to wrest control of the natiopa] organization from its current") 


mi, bi is Ys om al (4) 
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Memorandum to W, C. Sullivan 
From F, J. Baumgardner 

RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
100-106670 


conservative leadership headed by its Executive Secretary, 


—_—_— SS ee 


Roy Wilkins, The minority, dissident group is primarily 
made up of young people who feel that the organization is 
not sufficiently militant. The conservatives refer to the 
dissidents as the "Young Turks." It is anticipated that 

the dissidents will attempt to gain control of the Board 

of Directors at the next annual election of officers. Aaron 
Henry of Clarksdale, Mississippi, is the State President of 
the NAACP and is also on the Executive Board of King's 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCIC). He has 
apparently aligned himself with the dissidents. /u | 


a 


The NAACP Mississippi State Field ee ae 
Charles Evers (brother of assassinated Medgar Evers), is 
siding with Wilkins and the conservatives. Evers and his 
followers have opposed further NAACP participation in the 


Mississippi Summer Project as they fear that some young irre- 


sponsible elements, possibly influenced by subversives, may 
igain control. Evers is also opposed to the influence of the 
ISCLC and the Student Non-violent Coordinating Committee (7 i ») 


ACTION: 





and the military intelligence agencies, (W') 
The above is 4 your information. (U) 
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BERNARD S, LEE V. CLARENCE N. KELLEY, ET AL. 
(U.S.D.C., D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUGEER 76-1385 


SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) 
V, CLARENCE LU, KELLEY, EF AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 
CIVIL ACLION NUMBER 76-1186 


serini Gh pulled from this file under court order of 
U.S. District Judee John Lewis Smith, Jr., and sent to 
National Archives. Ce 
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MR. HOOVER: 
I THOUGHT YOU MIGHT BE 


INTERESTED IN THE ATTACHED ITIMS. 
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CITY CF NEW YORK a FOR 


MARTIN LUTHER KING 


( | We have been advised by officials of the 
Waldorf Astoria Hotel that the City of New York 
ia aes will have a reception in the Empire Room and the 
yet Sert Room, Waldorf Astoria Hotel from 6:00 to 
7:30 PM, December 17, 1964, for Martin Luther King. 
ere Four hundred to five hundred people are expected 
to attend. 
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} : suBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 4 Hiner heres 


In connection with the Director's contemplated meeting with 
captioned individual, attached is background material for the Director's 
/ information that deals with the more Salient points regarding King's 
' background and his criticism of the FBI over the past several years. U 


RECOMMENDATION: 
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( : For information. a / 
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1 - Mr. Belmont - Enclosure 
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BIOGRAPHICAL DATA: 


Born Michael King, January 15, 1929, in Atlanta, Georgia, 

he was the son of a Baptist minister and rechristened by his father (who, at 
the same time, renamed himself Martin Luther King, Sr.) at the age of two. 2/ 

: eee ete Dad 

pir i ja ‘King received an A,B, degree, Morehouse College, 1948; L.H.D, | 
degree in 1957 from the same University; he attended Crozer Theological Seminary 
in 1951; received a Ph.D. degree from Boston University in 1955; received D. D. 
degree in 1959 from Boston University; he received other theological degrees from 
Howard University in 1957 and Morgan State college in 1958. 2 / 


He married Coretta Scott on June 17, 1953. His children are 
Yolanda Denise and Martin Luther King, I. (J 
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In King's rise to national prominence, he has been closely 
allied with the communists. He has shown not only a willingness but even 
an eagerness to accept communist aid, to support communist causes 
and to work closely with and rely upon the advice and guidance of dedicated 
communists with concealed affiliations, despite the fact that they have 
been identified reliably to him as such. Gf 


Among individuals with communist backgrounds with whom 
King has associated is Stanley David Levison. Levison has dedicated a 
part of his life to advancing the communist cause in this country. Levison 
has been instrumental in providing financial assistance to King, in giving 
personal advice and helping him organize his activities. The two have 
been observed personally meeting on a number of occasions since 
November, 1963. As of October 30, 1964, plans were underway for a 
personal meeting of King and Clarence Jones with Levison which was to 
take place in the near future in Atlanta. Levison's contacts with King have mon!. 
been handled through an intermediary, Clarence Jones, who is alsoa 
frequent adviser to King. Jones is General Counsel for the Gandhi Society 
for Human Rights, a fund-raising adjunt of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference (SCLC). 










bil ) 
s recently as November 24, 1964, Kingz contacted Jones 

and asked that Jones and Levison, among others, submit five-minute 
speeches which King could use in accepting the Nobel Peace Prize. King 
would select the best material from these speeches. ' 
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eS See Caterers In 1961, O'Dell was made 
administrator of the SCLC's New York Office. In addition, two other 
Party members, Hazel Gray and Loretta Pauker, worked there under 
O'Dell at one time or another. Later, O'Dell worked for King's group 

in Atlanta, Georgia, using the name J. H. O'Dell. But in October, 1962, 
several newspaper articles exposed his connection with the SCLC and his 
communist affiliations. King reacted by trying to minimize O'Dell's 

role with his organization and pretended ignorance of O'Dell's communist 
affiliations. King said O'Dell had temporarily resigned pending an inquiry. 
Later, the resignation became permanent, not, as King put it, because the 
SCLC inquiry had disclosed any present connections between O'Dell and the 
Communist Party but because of the emotional public response (3H 
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Another key King adviser with a communist background is 
Bayard Rustin, the former Young Communist League member, who at one 


time was Assistant —— of the SCLC. ee a 
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December I, 1964 


MARTIN LUTHER KING'S CRITICISM OF THE 
DIRECTOR AND FBI 


CURRENT ATTACK: 


On November 19, 1964, Martin Luther King, Jr., senta 
telegram from Atlanta to FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover concerning Mr. Hoover's 
remarks to the press the previous day. Set forth below is an analysis of this 
telegram. WU 


King States: He has questioned the FBI's effectiveness but has never 
attributed this merely to the presence of Southerners in 
the FBI. WJ 

Facts: In November, 1962, in discussing racial disturbances in Albany, 


Georgia, King was widely quoted in the press as stating that one 
of the greatest problems regarding the FBI in the South is that the Agents 
are white Southerners who have been influenced by the mores of the community. 
This is, of course, absolutely false, and it is noted that sour of the five Agents 
then assigned to Albany, Georgia, were Northerners. (J 


King States: Not a single arrest was made in Albany, Georgia, during 
the many brutalities against Negroes. <J 


Facts: During the summer of 1962, there was a continuing series of 
mass racial meetings, marches and demonstrations by Negroes 
in the Albany, Georgia, area. This resulted in numerous multiple arrests of 
Negroes for lying down in the street, blocking traffic and disorderly conduct, 
During this period, numerous allegations of civil rights violations were made to 
FBI Agents and Department of Justice officials. In every instance the Department 
of Justice was advised of the complaint and the results of any investigation 
conducted. Any additional investigation requested by the Department was 
immediately and thoroughly run out and the results furnished to the Department. 
The Department of Justice did not see fit to prosecute any of the incidents 
arising out of these demonstrations. ¢/ 
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During this same period, however, prosecution was brought 
against Denver Edgar Short, Jr., Deputy Marshal, Sasser, Georgia, which is 
about 20 miles from Albany. Short allegedly intimidated voter registration 
workers on August 30, 1962, and FBI investigation developed that Short cursed 
the victims, ordered them out of town and fired his gun in the direction of 
their tires. AU. S. District Court Petit Jury acquitted Short of civil rights 
charges on January 25, 1963. —/ 


It is also noted that on 9-17-62, FBI Agents arrested four white 
subjects in the vicinity of the I Hope Baptist church, a Negro church near Dawson, 
Georgia, and about 30 miles from Albany, which had been burned that day. In 
the absence of a Federal violation, confessions obtained by FBI Agents were made 
available to local authorities resulting in a seven year sentence for each of the 
three adult subjects and three years probation for the fourth subject who was a 
juvenile. (J : 


On 10-4-62 FBI Agents arrested Jack Phelix Smith and a detainer 
was placed against Douglas Howard Parker, a state prisoner, on civil rights 
charges in connection with the burning of the Shady Grove Baptist Church near 
Leesburg, Georgia, on 8-15-62.. This was a Negro church approximately 12 
miles from Albany. Smith and Parker are white. A Federal Grand Jury failed 
to indict, and FBI evidence was made available to state officials who presented 
the case to a local grand jury which also returned ano bill. £5 


King States: Not a single arrest has been made in connection with the 
bombing in Birmingham or the three murdered civil rights 
workers in Mississippi. 4 . 

Facts: The Sixteenth Street Baptist Church, Birmingham, Alabama, was 


bombed 9-15-63 killing four Negro children. The FBI immediately 


launched the most intensive type of investigation which is still vigorously continuing. 


This investigation was prejudiced by premature arrests made by the Alabama 
Highway Patrol, and consequently, it has not yet been possible to obtain evidence 
or confessions that would insure successful prosecution although the FBI has 
identified a small group of Klansmen believed to be responsible, 2/ 


The FBI launched a massive investigation following the disappearanc 


ae} 


of the three civil rights workers in the vicinity of Philadelphia, Mississippi, on 
June 21, 1964. The FBI located their bodies in an earthen dam and has developed 
information identifying those responsible. Intensive investigation is continuing 

to aevelop the case for prosecution as quickly 4S possible. a, 
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It should be noted that FBI recent investigations in Mississippi 
rave produced the following positive results: (1) Eleven arrests in McComb 
on state charges involving bombings and other ‘violence. Nine of those arrested 
have pleaded guilty or nolo contendere and received probationary sentences; 
(2) Seven arrests in Natchez on state charges involving shooting incidents and 
a heatine (38) Two subiects arrested on state murder charges 11/6/64 in connectio} 
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with the killing of Henry Hezekiah Dee and Charlie Eddie Moore; (4) seven 
arrests for racial violence by the Sheriff of Pike County who stated this resulted 
from his success in practicing FBI methods he observed during the FBI's recent 
investigations: and (5) FRI Agents have arrested five present and former law 
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enforcement officers in Neshoba County on charges of police brutality. They are 
presently awaiting trial. Ly 


oa 


Wine Atatace- FRI Agents wo ork with local officers on criminal cases making 
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it difficult for them to effectively function where Negroes are 
threatened. 

Facts: This is a shopworn canard, the falsity of which is clearly 


ain’ }Y V¥ 
illustrated by the FBI's currently effective coat rte with 


local officers in Mississippi, FBI's arrest of five officers in Neshoba County, 
Mississippi, FBI's effective cooperation with local officers in the Georgia church 


huyrning invoecticatinne the Dann murder race and manv other cases in all narts 
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of the country. | J 
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King States: He has no record of a request from the Director to meet with 
: him. CJ 
Facts: In November, 1962, FBI officials sought to make an appointment 
with King to straighten him out with regard to his public remarks 
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on the telephone and left instructions with his secretary on 11/28/62 that he would 


‘call the FBI when he was willing to arrange an interview. He made no further 


response. // 


King States: He has always made himself available to Atlanta FBI Agents. ¢/ 


Facts: . In July, 1961, it was necessary for the FBI to contact King in 
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connection with a special inquiry investigation for the Peace 
Corps, An appointment was made through King's secretary for his interview 
7/22/61; however, King kept the FBI Agent waiting for one hour past the appointed 
time and stated he was behind in his paper work and had completed some of it 
before admitting the Agent. /_,’ 
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In June, 1962, the FBI made efforts to obtain an appointment 
with King in connection with a case involving a Peace Corps applicant. Beginning 
on approximately 6/5/62, King's secretary kept stating that he was not 
available for interview although it was known to the FBI that he was in his 
office daily. On 6/8/62 Wyatt T. Walker, King’s assistant, advised the Atlanta 
Office that he and King were proceeding to Shreveport, Louisiana, in connection 
with the voter registration drive and that the Little Union Baptist Church in 
Shreveport had received a bomb threat. At that time,Walker was informed that 
FBI Agents had been urgently trying to make an appointment with King and Walker 
stated an appointment would be made, On 6-8-62, King telephoned the Atlanta 
Office from Shreveport to inquire as to why the Agent wanted an appointment and 
to advise of the bomb threat previously furnished by Walker. King consented to 
interview which was conducted 6-9-62. 


King was also interviewed by the Atlanta FBI Office on 7-24-62 in 
connection with racial incidents at Albany, Georgia, involving alleged violation by 
King of a temporary restraining order issued by the U. S. District Court to stop 
demonstrations. The interview was conducted in the U. S. courtroom where King 
had appeared for a hearing. J 


On 11-30-62, when FBI Headquarters officials were attempting to 
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arrange an interview with King, the Atianta FBI Office contacted King's secretary 
to make such an appointment at King's convenience. The Agent was advised that 
King was writing a book and could not be reached. King's secretary was requested 
to have King contact the Atlanta Office on an urgent matter but he never made 


such a contact. (4 


On 6-25-63 the Atlanta FBI Office attempted to contact King to advise 
him of a threat against his life. Efforts to contact him were at first unsuccessful, 
but after a delay of some hours, King's secretary informed him of the Bureau's 
interest in talking to him and arrangements were made for an Agent to contact 
King by telephone. (3 


In connection with this whole matter, it should be kept in mind that 
the FBI's function is purely investigative in nature. It is not empowered to offer 
protection to anyone, at any place, at any time. /) 


PREVIOUS ATTACKS: 


Generally, King's previous attacks against the Director and the 
FBI in the civil rights field have been similar to those outlined above. As an 
example is the criticism carried in The New York Times of November 19, 1962; 
in essence King claimed the FBI in Albany, Georgia, sides with the segregationists. 
He also said the FBI has not done an effective job in investigating beatings of 
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Riverside Baptist Church in New York City. iD) 
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December 1, 1964 


ORGANIZATION OF THE CURRENT 
ATTACK AGAINST THE FBI BY 
MARTIN LUTHER KING 


On November 19, 1964, the day after the Director's press 
conference, Martin Luther King, Jr., contacted his secretary, Dora 
McDonald, at the Atlanta, Georgia, office of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference (SCLC), according to a relable source, She told 
him his telegram to Mr. Hoover regarding the Director's criticism of 
King was going out to the press, King stated he wanted to issue a statesman- 
like "covering statement" in connection with the telegram, VU 


King declared the nature of the follow-up statement would be 
that he cannot conceive of Mr. Hoover's labeling King a liar unless he 
(Mr. Hoover) was under extreme pressure and apparently had faltered under 
the tremendous burdens, complexities and responsibilities of his office. King 
said he would state he cannot become involved in a public debate with Mr. Hoover 
and that he has nothing but sympathy for the Director who has served his country 
so well. King told his secretary the telegram and the statement will be the 
only comment he will personally issue in this matter, He told her Mr, Hoover 
should retire because he is "too old and broken down," tJ 


King instructed his secretary to have Randolph T, Blackwell, 
Program Coordinator of SCLC, go over the press release and telegram, 
He stated the release should be given to those who are "for us," naming 
Catherine Johnson of Associated Press or United Press International, one Don 
McKee, and Ted Poston of the "New York Post." , / 


King later talked to his aide, Bernard Lee, the source advised, 
and told Lee to be sure all Negro news media get the release, He told Lee 
to call "Jet"! magazine, a Negro publication, and to give a copy of the release 
to one John Herbert in New York, Lee told King, in answer to a question as 
to what was wrong with Mr, Hoover, that he thought the Director was getting 
old and is a "sacred cow, '"'UJ 


King directed Lee to have Bayard Rustin in New York and 
Walter Fauntroy, SCLC representative in Washington, D.C., contacted and 
told to start criticism of the FBI in those areas, He said he already had 
started in Miami, Florida, He instructed that Slater King, a civil rights leader 
in Albany, Georgia, should be contacted since he would welcome an opportunily 
to make a statement against the FBI and the Director, Blackwell did this later 
that day, King declared people in the western states who are SCLC members ¢ / 
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must be contacted to have. them begin the attack against the FBI, King 
told Lee that telegrams to Mr, Hoover should also be sent to the President, U 


King declared that Blackwell and Cordy T, Vivian, Director 
of Affiliates of SCLC, should handle the attack on the FBI so it would not 
appear that King was fighting the Director over a personal matter, He said 
the President should censure Mr, Hoover and it would be a good idea for all 
telegrams to the President to request this, // 


On the same date, according to the source, King told Vivian 

this is the time to attack the whole FBI. He declared that he cannot be the one 

who does it, stating "we" need people in the South to make statements about 

the laxity of investigations and law enforcement, especially concerning civil 

rights, People in the North are needed to protest Mr. Hoover's charge 
against King. King suggested telegrams be sent to the President urging Mr, 
Hoover be censured and urging he be retired because "the is old and getting 
senile." “/ 


The source reported Vivian suggested the attack be based on 
Mr. Hoover's ineffectiveness in civil rights; that he is past retirement age and 
would have been out last year except for certain people asking that he stay on, 
King disagreed, asserting he wanted Mr, Hoover "hit from all sides,"* ¢/ 


Later on November 19, 1964, the source related that Wyatt 
Walker, a former SCLC executive now employed by a firm in New York City, 
contacted Vivian. He was told by Vivian to "get things going" in New York, 
Vivian told Walker to handle the east coast and said Tom Kilgore, an official 
of the Western Christian Leadership Conference in Los Angeles, California, 
was to handle the west coast, Vivian instructed Walker to get telegrams sent 
to the President, Department of Justice and the FBI demanding that Mr. Hoover 
apologize to King, 4/ 


Vivian told Walker that this is an opportunity to mount an 
attack against police brutality. He said the FBI will try to defend itself with 
the statement that it is an investigative agency and that people making the protests 
should know what to expect from the FBI, Vivian later contacted Kilgore and 
gave him similar instructions, 


According to a highly confidential Atlanta informant, one 
Reverend Hodge, location unknown, contacted Vivian and wanted methods SCLC 
was uSing against Hoover. Vivian advised SCLC files failed to indicate Hoover 
ever tried to contact King, Vivian gave Hodge the following points to get across 
| concerning Hoover and the FBI: LJ | 
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(1) FBI has been ineffective in that no persons have been 


| brought to trial (In Albany only Negroes went to jail.); of 


(2) FBI is only investigative arm which Vivian claims is 
ridiculous in that investigations have not been good enough for convictions 
and reports are available only to FBI and Department of Justice, (For 
example, one of SCLC staff members was shot at Greenville along with two 
other people and nothing was done about it.); 7/ 


(3) Hoover never tried to get in contact with King to verify 
statement; ;) 


(4) King did not tell people not to contact FBI; U 


(5) FBI has jurisdiction whenever civil liberties have been 
violated, Vivian claimed Director had no evidence to support Director's 
statements against King, Vivian further claimed King does not want to debate 
the Director but it is their job as subordinates to handle the criticism against 
Hoover and the FBI. Vivian claims the Director's statement concerning pressure 
groups is vague and full ofgeneralities and Hoover is more interested in 
John Birch Society, Minutemen and Ku Klux Klan but will not attack them, Vivian 
claimed "'we" had statements sent from all civil rights leaders to the President 
from James Farmer of CORE, Wilkins of NAACP and Jack Greenberg of 
African Union, U 


The source continued that Vivian claimed the majn points to 
drive home are that the investigations and reports of the FBI can only be seen 
by Justice Department and he feels reports are inadequate, (J 


Identities of Individuals Mentioned: 


Randolph T. Blackwell, according to a confidential source in 
1953, had been a member of the Communist Party (CP) in the District of 
Columbia, and another source indicated Blackwell attended a Labor Youth 
League (cited by the Department of Justice) Convention. ¢/ 


A confidential source advised in November, 1947, that Cordy T. 
Vivian was a member of the CP in Peoria, Dlinois, and had been active in 
CP affairs for some time, / J 


Bayard Rustin, in July, 1964, issues of "The Saturday Evening 
Post'' was said to have gone to New York in 1938 as an organizer for the 
Young Communist League and as such had the job d recruiting students for the 
"Partyt' He reportedly left the Party in 1941, 40 
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ATTEMPTS TO CONTACT MARTIN LUTHER KING 


On November 19, 1962, the "New York Times" quoted King to 
the effect that the FBI had not done an effective job in Albany, Georgia, and one 
of the greatest problems with the Bureau in the South was that the Agents were 
white Southerners, (Actually, four of the five Agents assigned to Albany, Georgia, 
were Northern born.) With regard to this matter, it was approved that Assistant 
Directors Sullivan and DeLoach make an appointment with King to straighten him out 
concerning the unfounded criticism he reportedly had made. ¢_/ | 


On November 30, 1962, Mr. DeLoach attempted to reach King by 
telephone to arrange an interview. The Atlanta operator advised that there was 
no telephone at the residence usually occupied by King. Then the operator tried to 
reach King at the Ebenezer Baptist Church in Atlanta; however, an individual there 
stated that King was away on two weeks‘ vacation and could not be reached. Upon 


being asked if King was near a telephone, this person replied affirmatively but 
stated King did not wish te be disturbed. {4 l 
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Mr. DeLoach then called the Atlanta Office and instructed ASAC 
F. V. Hitt (now on Inspection Staff) to telephonically locate King and tell him 
(1) that Messrs. DeLoach and Sullivan wanted to sit down with him any time he 
was in the Washington or New York area; and (2) that the desired conversation did 
not involve an investigation of King but stemmed from a desire to talk to King. cJ 
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nta Office then succeeded in contacting King’s secretary 
on November 30, 1962, and was advised that King was at a "hideaway" writing a 
book and could not be reached during the week of November 30th. The secretary 
further advised that the following week King would be traveling in Alabama. The 
secretary was requested to have King contact the Atlanta Office with regard to an 


urgent matter; however, King never made this contact. (By letter dated November 20, 





1964, SA has remarked that when he attempted to contact King 
to make the appointment requested by Mr. DeLoach, King and his staff completely 
ignored the FBI even though they were told the request to talk to him was a matter 
of utmost urgency.) (3 


OTHER DIFFICULTIES OF ATLANTA OFFICE IN CONTACTING KING 


On about July 18 to July 20, 1961, attempts were made to make an 


appointment with King to interview him in connection with the special inquiry investi- 


gation of Theodore Edward Brown for the Peace Corps. On July 19th or July 20th, 
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King's secretary stated that "Dr. King can sce you on Saturday afternoon but you 

don't work Saturdays, do you?" His secretary was advised that the Agent would be 

at King's office any time King would be available. A definite appointment was made 
for 2 p.m, Saturday afternoon,July 22, 1961. The Agent appeared at King's office 
at approximately 1:50 p.m., where he waited for an hour before being admitted to 
King's office. King stated he was sorry to keep the Agent waiting but he was behind | 
in his paper work and had completed some of it before admitting the Agent, U/ 


In June, 1962, efforts were made to obtain an appointment with 
King in connection with a case involving Shirley Blackwell Cummings, a Peace 
Corps applicant. Beginning on approximately June 5, 1962, King's secretary kept 
stating that he was not available for interview athough it was known to us that he 
was in his office daily. On June 8, 1962, Wyatt T. Walker, King's assistant, 
advised the Atlanta Office that he and King were proceeding to Shreveport, Louisiana, 
in connection with the voter registration drive and that the Little Union Baptist Church 
in Shreveport had received a bomb threat, At that time, Walker was informed that 
Agents had been urgently trying to make an appointment with King,and Walker stated 
an appointment would be made. On June 8, 1962, King telephoned the Atlanta Office 
from Shreveport to inquire as to why the Agent wanted an appointment and to advise 
of the bomb threat previously furnished by Walker, King consented to interview 


which was conducted June 9, 1962. U) 


Qn rere 


After being unable to contact King on July 23, 1962, the Atlanta Office 
interviewed him the next day in connection with racial incidents at Albany, Georgia, 
involving alleged violation by King of a temporary restraining order issued by the 
U. S. District Court to stop demonstrations. The interview was cohducted in the 
U. 8S, courtroom where King had appeared for a hearing. ¢ 5 


pie ner: 


On June 25, 1963, the Atlanta Office attempted to contact King to 
advise him of a threat against his life. Efforts to contact him were at first 
unsuccessful, but after a delay of some hours, King’s secretary informed him of 

the Bureau's interest in talking to him and arrangenients were made for an Agent to 
contact King by telephone, (It will be recalled that in connection with other threats 
against King's life, the Jackson Office was instructed in July, 1964, to provide 
coverage during King's visit to Mississippi, They performed this assignment in 

line with a request from the President; and, interestingly, Sheriff Lawrence A, Rainey 
of Neshoba County, Mississippi, wrote to the Director on July 28th to inquire about 
the authority by which FBI Agents furnished protection to Kine during King's visit to 
Philadelphia, Mississippi, on July 24, 1964. The Bureau recommended that Rainey'’s 
letter not be answered, after a copy of it had been received by the White House and 
subsequently referred to our attention. ) U) 
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FBI ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN THE CIVIL RIGHTS FIELD 


Every civil rights complaint is given thorough, 
prompt and impartial attention. Special Agents handling these 
cases are highly trained investigators who have completed 
advanced training courses which qualify them to conduct civil 
rights investigations. At Bureau Headquarters, a Select staff 
of men with great experience and knowledge of this type of 
investigation Supervise the cases, ()} 


The duty of maintaining law and order in civil rights 
demonstrations, preserving the peace and protecting life and 
property is the primary responsibility of local and state law 
enforcement agencies. The FBIis solely an investigative agency 
as distinguished from a police agency, and as such, is without 
authority to maintain the peace or furnish protection. It is the 
duty of the FBI, however, to furnish factual data to the Department 
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is any basis for Federal action under the civil rights statute. CJ 


Our work in the field of civil rights is increasing. 
In fiscal year 1960, the FBI handled 1, 398 civil rights cases. 
In fiscal year 1963, the number of cases jumped to 2, 692 and in fiscal 
year 1964, it increased to 3,340. U 


have resulted from our investig ations in these matters, the effective- 
ness of our work in this field can never be precisely assayed on the 
basis of such statistics. Perhaps the greatest value of our work 

in this field lies in the results of our intelligence and liaison programs 
which can never be traced to direct prosecutive action. We continu- 
ously gather information on a day-to-day basis which indicates that 
some violent action is either being definitely planned or thata 
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The fact that we vigorously investigate civil rights 
violations undoubtedly serves as a deterrent to discourage violations 7/ 


*Such information is immediately disseminated to appropriate authorities. 
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on the part of law enforcement officers and spurs these officers to 


immediately and vigorously investigate civil rights situations that 
otherwise might be ignored. VU 


Liaison with Governors and ranking state officials 
has also been effective. Also, although we may not have jurisdiction 
in a particular case the cooperative facilities of the FBI Laboratory 
and Identification Division are made available. (/ 


It is also noted that on July 10, 1964, the Director 
traveled to Jackson, Mississippi, to open a new FBI office in that 
city. With this office, we feel we can more efficiently and effectively 
meet our growing responsibilities. (/ 


There follows thumbnail sketches of some of the FBI's 
more recent specific accomplishments in the civil rights field. ¢ / 


Racial Discrimination and Intimidation of Voters 


Under the Civil Rights Acts of 1957 and 1960, the 
Attorney General was empowered to institute civil actions seeking 
injunctive relief against racial discrimination and intimidation in 
voting. We have conducted investigations under these acts in 168 
counties in six southern states. Asa result, 67 suits have been 
filed in the States of Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, 
Mississippi and South Carolina. Asa result of suits filed based 
on our investigations into discrimination and intimidation in 
voting, thousands of previously disenfranchised Negro citizens 
have been enabled to register for voting. (J) 


Assaults Upon Voter Registration Workers in Mississippi 


Rabbi Arthur Joseph Lelyveld and two other white 
voter registration workers were assaulted by two white men in 
Hattiesburg, Mississippi, on June 10, 1964. Local authorities 
were furniShed the results of our investigation which identified 
two local white men who perpetrated the assault. The subjects 
were prosecuted on charges of assault and battery, fined $500 
each and each was sentenced to 90 days in jail. The jail sentences 
were Suspended pending good behavior. ; } 
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Two white civil rights workers accompanied by a young 
Negro were assaulted in Jackson, Mississippi, on July 22, 1964. FBI 
investigation identified a local Klansman as having struck one of the 
victims with a club. Results of our investigation were furnished to 
local authorities. The subject pleaded guilty to local assault charges 
and was fined $50. ¢/ 


Three voter registration workers were intimidated and 
one was assaulted at Itta Bena, Mississippi, on June 25, 1964. FBI 
Agents arrested three local white men on June 26, 1964, for violation 
of Federal Civil Rights Statutes. A Federal Grand Jury at Oxford, 
Mississippi, considered this case on July 17, 1964, but failed to indict 
although the intimidation and the identities of the subjects were clearly 
established. ¢/ | 


Civil Rights Act of 1964 


The Civil Rights Act of 1964 added tremendously to the 
work of the FBI. Approximately 1, 800 reports and memoranda con- 
cerning atleged violations have been prepared by FBI Agents since the 
Act became effective on July 2, 1964. U 


Based on extensive FBI investigations, a three judge 
Federal Court in Atlanta, Georgia, found the Act Constitutional and 
enjoined the Pickrick Restaurant and the Heart of Atlanta Motel from 
racial discrimination. The Heart of Atlanta Motel case has been heard 
by the Supreme Court and a decision is expected momentarily. Another 
case which has been heard by the Supreme Court involves a restaurant 
in Birmingham (Ollie McClung Case) which case was heard by a three 
judge Federal Court and the Act was ruled unconstitutional, regarding 
this specific restaurant. A decision is expected momentarily on this 
case also and on the decision of this case and the Heart of Atlanta Motel 
Case rests the fate of the effect of the Civil Rights Act. Based on FBI 
investigations, suits have been filed against restaurants and motels in 
Florida and numerous restaurants in Alabama that discriminate. 
Additional court actions are anticipated in South Carolina, Georgia and 
Alabama. A federal suit now pending seeks to restrain the Mayor of 
Greenwood, Mississippi, and other public officials from interfering 
with the right of Negroes to attend a theater and for failing to provide 
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adequate police protection in the operation of a theater. C/ 


On July 23, 1964, three white men, Willie Amon Belk, 
his son, Jimmy Allen Belk, and Sam Allen Shaffer, Jr., were arrested 
by FBI Agents at Greenwood, Mississippi, on charges of conspiracy to 
violate the Civil Rights Act of 1964. The arrests followed a thorough, 
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intensive and immediate investigation concerning the beating of Silas 
McGhee, which occurred on July 16, 1964. The facts in this-matter 
will be presented to a Federal Grand Jury in January, 1965. Tas 


School Integration Matters: 


During August and September, 1964, the FBI investigated 
desegregation of public schools in 18 possible trouble spots in southern 
states, In connection with these investigations, we determined plans or 
activities of Klan and other hate groups which might have interfered 
with desegregation or resulted in acts of violence, and this information 
was disseminated to local authorities. , ) 


Three Civil Rights Workers Murdered 


The FBI conducted an all-out investigation concerning the 
disappearance of Michael Schwerner and two other civil rights workers 
in the vicinity of Philadelphia, Mississippi, on June 21, 1964. The 
victims’ burned-out automobile was located by FBI Agents on June 23, 
1964, and the bodies of the three murdered victims were found in an 
earthen dam on August 4, 1964. Arising out of this investigation the 
FBI established other civil rights violations and on October 2, 1964, 

a special Federal Grand Jury returned indictments against Sheriff 
Lawrence Andrew Rainey and three other local law enforcement officers 
and a former sheriff of Neshoba County, Mississippi. All five subjects 
were arrested by FBI Agents and are awaiting trial on police brutality 
charges not connected with the murders. While the FBI is certain as 
to the identities of the subjects responsible for the murders of the three 
Civil rights workers, intensive investigation is being conducted to 
develop suitable evidence. Today (12-1-64) representatives of our 
Civil Rights Section are discussing with Assistant Attorney General 
Marshall possibilities of prosecution of the subjects regarding the 
murders. (J 


Murder of Lieutenant Colonel Lemuel A, Penn 
On 7-11-64 Lieutenant Colonel Lemuel A. Penn was 
murdered near Colbert, Georgia. FBI investigation resulted in the 


arrest of our subjects by FBI Agents on 8-66-64, Complete details 
of FBI investigation were made available to the state for prosecution a 
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of the subjects on murder charges. Two of the subjects were acquitted 
in local court on 9+4-64; a third subject has not yet been tried in local 
court but is still under indictment for murder and the local case against 
the fourth subject has been dismissed. /_/ 


On 10-16-64 indictments were returned by the Federal 
Grand Jury at Athens, Georgia, charging six men with conspiracy to 
injure, oppress, threaten and intimidate Negro citizens in the free 
exercise and enjoyment of rights and privileges secured to them by the 
Constitution. These individuals were Denver Willis Phillips, George 
Hampton Turner, Herbert Guest, Cecil William Myers, Joseph Howard 
Sims and James 8. Lackey. Guest, Lackey, Myers and Sims were 
the four men arrested by the FBI in connection with the murder of Penn. 
A second indictment on 10-16-64 charges Guest with possession of a 
shotgun having an over-all length of less than 26 inches which had not 
been registered by Guest with the Secretary of Treasury or his delegate. 
All except Lackey were arraigned 11-30-64 on a Federal indictment-- 


pleas of ‘not guilty rendered to the charges. Trial is set for 1-11-65. ¢/ 
Bombing of Home of Iona Godfrey 


FBI investigation established that William Sterling 
Rosecrans, Jr., a 30-year-old Kiansman, had participated in the home 
bombing of Iona Godfrey, a Negro in Jacksonville, Florida, on 2-16-64. 


Cadfreute cix-vear-old son was attending a white Eee ae Federal 
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Court Order. Rosecrans pleaded guilty to obstructing a court order and 
was sentenced on 4-17-64 to seven years by the U.S. District Court. 
Five other Klansmen, who allegedly were involved in the bombing, were 
also arrested by FBI Agents, but one of these subjects was acquitted 

in U.S. District Court and the jury was unable to reach a verdict 
regarding the other four. Retrial of latter four began November 16, 1964, 
and resulted in acquittal of all four on 11-25-64. ¢@/ 


Bombings in McComb, Mississippi 


sn petting omc pe tes pment 


Intensive FBI investigation was conducted in connection 
with a series of bombings in the McComb, Mississippi, area from June 
to September, 1964. Through the diligent efforts of the FBI and the 
Mississippi Highway Patrol, nine white men were tried by Circuit 
Court Judge W. H. Watkins at Magnolia, Mississippi, in connection LJ 
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with charges that they were involved in bombings of homes and churches 

at McComb, The nine entered pleas of guilty and nolo contendere. After 
a 30 minute lecture Judge Watkins suspended their sentences and placed 
all on nrobation Judve Watkins. who was appointed by former MiSSiSSippi 
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Governor Ross R, Barnett, cited the defendants' youth and good families in 
taking this action. He stated also that in committing these crimes they 
had been 'tunduly provoked and undoubtedly ill advised." It may be noted 
that four of the bombers were aged 44, 38, 36, and 35. ¢ / 


Murder of Two Negroes 
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connection with the murder of Henry Hezekiah Dee and Charlie Eddie 
Moore, two Negroes from the Meadville, Mississippi, area. The lower 
oortions of the bodies of these two Negroes were found in the Old River 
backwater of the Mississippi River on 7-12 and 13, 1964, The white men, 
James Ford Seale, aged 29, and Charles Marcus Edwards, aged 31, were 
charged under warrants issued by Meadville Justice of the Peace Willie 
Bedford, with willfully, unlawfully feloniously and with malice aforethought 
killing the two Negroes on or about 5-2-64, Dee and Moore were last 

seen alive on 5-2-64, One of the subjects, Edwards, is a self-admitted 
Klansman. ¢_/ 
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Murder of Medzar Evers 


In connection with the murder of Medgar Evers, a field 
secretary of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People on 6-12-63, Byron de la Beckwith is under state indictment. 

Local prosecution is based upon an investigation which traced a rifle 
which local authorities believed could have been the murd2r weapon to 
Beckwith, The FBI traced the rifle's telescopic Sight to Beckwith and, 
further, identified a fingerprint found on the sight with Beckwith's. He 
was tried twice (2-7-64 and 4-17-64) in State court, but jury could not 
reach verdict in eith2r case. Local district attorney has indicated he will 


not try Beckwith again without new evidence. (/ 
Plot to Dynamite Building Occupied by Civil Rights Organization 
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The combined efforts of FBI Agents and the Mississippi 
Highway Safety Patrol resulted in the arrest of James Charles Rutledge 
at Meridian, Mississippi, on 10-8-64 on State charges of feloniously “ed 
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possessing explosives, Rutledge was in possession of a large quantity 

of dynamite and literature of the Ku Klux Klan at the time of his arrest. 
The arrest resulted from information developed by the FBI which indicated 
the dynamite was to be used to damage a building occupied in the Neshoba 
County, Mississippi, area, by the Council of Federated Organizations. 


The FBI immediately instituted an investigation following 
a recent explosion adjacent to the Bishop Denis J. O'Connell High 
School in Arlington, Virginia. The FBI obtained confessions implicating 
three former students in the bombing and on 10-29-64, the three appeared 
before an Arlington County Juvenile Judge. Two of the youths who were 
aged 17 were found guilty of a misdemeanor and the third youth, aged 18, 
was found guilty of contributing to the delinquency of a minor. The three 
subjects are awaiting sentence. The subjects were prosecuted locally as 
there was no Federal violation. U) 


On June 20, 1964, indictments were returned by the 
Federal Grand Jury in Nashville, Tennessee, against seven officers of 
the Nashville-Davidson County Sheriff's Office and the Rutherford County 


Sheriffts Office, The indictments charged nolice brutality in violation of 
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a Federal civil rights statue and the officers are presently awaiting trial 
in U. S. District Court, Nashville, Tennessee. J 
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BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE 1, KELLEY, ET AL. 


SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADEAS ATP CONFERENCE (SCIC) 
V. CLARENCE EH. K&LEY, ET AL (U<S.DeCes Veced 
CIVIL ACLION HUMBER 76-1186 


seria GH pulled from this file under court order of 
U.S, Pistrict Judge John Lewis Smith, Jr., and sent to 
National Archives. “ye 
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From Atolzzard 


“E-t- £4 Ot Ott 
Hatchet Job on 
FBI Is Not New 


Denial by the White 
House of plans to ditch J. 
Edgar Hoover fs heartening, 
because a vicious, organiz- 
ed left-wing campaign, not 
only to “get” Hoover, but 
also to scuttle the reputa- 
tion of the FBI, is under 
way. 
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It is not a sudden thing. trig- 
gered by Hoover's press confer- 
ence remarks about Martin Lu- 
ther King and the Warren Re- 
port. The hatchet men have 
been chipping away for a long 
time. 

The Hoover press conference 
simply gave them something on 
which to build a climax — thely 
open demand for Hoover’s re- 
moval. ~ 
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That demand appeared in last ¥3 
week’s issue of The Worker,'§: 


newspaper of the Communisti,, 
Party USA. | 


“The mounting cry of ‘Hoov- 
er must go,’ " said The Work: 
er, “poses sharply the ques- 
tion before the President, who 
received near unanimous suUp- 
port from Negro voters.” 

Claude Lightfoot, described 
as “leading Negro Communist 
spokesman,” is quoted: Be 7 A pel ag oe 

eo er “In the national interest, J. lien cous te ac PR eae eee CRE cis Heat 
ee Edgar Hoover must be re- x Tes; Ee a ae ae oe: 
| Se : moved ,..” 
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nt a De Pigs aeg: akg : 
The New York Post, most left-! 
leaning of the New York dailies, | 
insisted: ~ 
d “Hoover's conduct presents a 
SS clear challenge to President 
WN Johnson, perhaps as clear as; 
“™ that embodied in the insubordi. 
“™ nation of the late Gen. MacAr- 
thur.”’ 
000 


And now comes Newsweek 
magazine to report: 


A “disenchanted fan (of 
Hoover’s) is Lyndon B. John- 
son, who had decided by last 
week that he must find a new 
chief of the FBI. It was a (S| 
tough decision...” 


Ss 
im The White House promptly ‘ 
# SX denied it. : 
. Last May the President 
+. waived retirement for Hoover 
fs and asked him to stay on ip’ H 
J definitely. _ iF 
- C00 ie 
The attack, now in the open, '), 
QO has been going on along a broad 
~N front for some time. 
ae An example: There's a new 
book out titled, “The FBI No- 
¥ ody Knows,” by J. Fred 
Cook, described as “g prize- 
S winning reporter.” It js based 
on testimony by an alleged 
disenchanted ex-F BJ agent 
named Jack Levine, who 
claims Hoover is a racist and 
right wing extremist whose 
every whim is law in the FBI. 
A condensed version of the 
book appears in the current 
True magazine, 


000 | 


There's this consolation: The 
House Committee on UnAmeri-: 
can Activities has survived an 
even longer and more virulent: 
left wing attack than the Hoov | 
er smear, The FBI should prove:! 
just as tough. 
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Cleveland Williams Shot By Patrolman | 
g omy Resists, Arrest | — es Sh ae : 


A . For Drunk Driving 
| 


HOUSTON (AP) — Cleveland/was struck by a bullet from the | 
Williams, the world’s No. 2/.357 Magnum pistol carried by 
heavyweight boxing challenger,! Patrolman Dale Witten, 36. 
Ireceived a critical bullet wound Witten, a 155-pounder, said 
‘to the stomach late Saturday'the scuffle developed as he was 
night in a scuffle with state taking Williams to jail at Tom- 
highway patrolmen. \ball, northwest of Houston, after 
City-County Hospital atten- arresting the boxer on suspicion 
dants said Williams was in very of driving while intoxicated. 
critical condition after 5% hours: Set, John T. Rogers Jr., Wit- 
of surgery that involved remov-iten’s supervisor, said charges of 
al of a small section of intestine.|driving ee si ate a 
; agprava assault on a peace 
eee no Wil. [Ofticer will be filed against Wil- 


; ijiams 

liams’ boxing career even . 

though additional] surgery will Hugh oe ee and 
_-AP Wirephote|be needed later co-owner of iams’ con ract, 
7 “He will live {6 fight again,” said he will demand a full inves- 
Bieveland Williams . . ’ 


“| sj : “rye tigation, 
a $a d D ° D. L. Br ck a i @ t! . * 
ghly-ranked fighter shot never roel a man an ae Witten said Williams and a 


“pile resisting arrest. constitution, He lost enough frend. Ned Warner 2fis 29 Wer 


ae ; Narrested after his patrol car 
a oe . ca Rape ae of up.|was nearly forced off a state 


: Tlhighway near Tomball by & 
gery, said the bullet struck Wil- : 
jiams in the left side and moved speeding automobile driven by 


jacross the body just above the the boxer. 
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ii The patrolman said he placed 
i Williams in the front seat of the 
\ Only last week the Worid Box-| patrol car and Warner in the 
ling Association scheduled for|rear and began the short trip to 


. oT" -@ jearly next year a world heavy-)Tombail only to see Williams 
eee : _ weight title match between Wil- trying to open the car door. 


. te See liams and Ernest Terrell of Chi-| Witten quoted Williams AS 
fee ‘HA |eago. The WBA does not recog-jsaying: ‘I can't afford to go to 
.. 2.4433 nize the title claimed by Cassius} jail. Ad rather jump and break 
Clay nor the No, 1 challenger|my neck.” 
status claimed by former cham-| J stopped the car and turned 
pion Sonny Liston, on the dome light,” Witten said. 
The 215-pound Williams, 31,:‘Williainhs drew -back his fist 
and hit mé on the face. I don’t 
know how many times he hit 
me. I tried to get my pistol but 
he grabbed it with both hands| 












and it went off.” ees aa ee 

Witten said Williams then * RE Oe Pee ge ee eee 
pulled Shim as of the car on the eh as Se OS ae 2: Bape «i ticle AP OW pe 
passenger side, stilling clingin : : ; crepnrats 3 
to the pistol. e). Texas Highway Patrolman Dale Witten... shows signs of scuffle with Doxer' 


: Amarillo, Texas “1 managed to pull the pistol Cleveland Williams. He shot Williams in the stomach. 
te {|} Nov, 30, 1964!free just as Williams falnte.’’, —. 


ad ele oaks ile. an ambulance wih 5 
PE en eee rushing Williams across Hous. 

fo eee fon to the hospital, Witten went,4 
to fhe state patrol's district 













Ked tighter shot 
sting arrest. 
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never seen a man with such a 


lconstitution. He lost enough 


biood to kill a half dezen men.” 


Dr. R. L. Angel, chief of sur- 
gery, said the bullet struck Wil- 


I 


liams in the left side and moved| 


across the body just above the 


hip. 


Only last week the World Box- 


cago. The WBA does not recog- 
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nize the title claimed by Cassius 


Clay nor the No. 1 challenger: 
status claimed by former cham- 


pion Sonny Liston, 
The 215-pound Williams, 31, 
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jme. I tried to get my pistol but 


Witten said Williams and a! 
friend, Ned Warner Jr., 33, were) 
arrested after his patrol car 
was nearly forced off a state 
highway near Tomball by a 


speeding automobile driven by er 


And =, 


the boxer. Re 


Fe de, 


The patrolman said he placed) &: eS 


Williams in the front seat of the| Ke 


os 


ae |patrol car and Warner in the Br... 
ing Association scheduled fot rear and began the short trip to) -.- 

Jearly next year a world heavy-,Tomball only to see Williams E 
weight title match between Wil-itrying to open the car door. | Be 
ltiams and Ernest Terrell of Chi-) 


at 
4. 


nT a.? 


Witten quoted Williams as! R Es : 


saying: “I can't afford to go to| 
jail. U'd rather jump and break: 
my neck.” 

“Tt stopped the car and turned) 
on the dome light,’’ Witten said. 
“Williains drew back his fist| 
and hit me on the face. I don't; 
know how many times he hit 


he grabbed it with both hands 

and it went off.” ae 
Witten said Williams then 

pulled ‘him out of the car on the 


jpassenger side, stilling clinging} 


Nov. 30, 1964ifree just as Williams fainted ”, 


a Texas Hig 
to the pistol, Cleveland 


“TI managed to pull the pistol 
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While. an ambulance we 3 


rushing Williams across Hou..B 
ton to the hospital, Witten went, & 
to the state patrol’s district:-J 
headquarters where Rogers said] % 
he took pictures of the patrol. 
man. Witten was hospitalized| 
for treatment of his injuries. | 
Benbow said Witten’s version 


14g? of the incident is inconsistent 


with Williams’ reputation of 
being friendly with all police As 
officers. - 


“The story doesn’t make 


sense,’ Benbow. said. “Sure, t™ 
Williams. has’ an occasional) 1°? 
drink or beer but nothing more, P26 


We are going to fight this thing 


and demand a complete inves- 


tigation.” 
Benbow said Williams was to/5a, ! 
have launched his formal train-|lin # 


. 


ng Monday for the Terrell fight, wee 


and that Jimmy Fletcher of Los| GE 
Angeles had ‘arrived only Fri-|piouy 


day to work with the Houston) in 


fighter who has won 50 of his 67;(ro. 
professional fights by knock-| th 
outs. Williams has lost only four! th 
fights, two of them to Liston. F 


ter {ik 
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rilliams. 


He shot Williams in the s 









shows signs of scuffle 
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RE: BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE MH. KELLEY, ET AL, 


(U.S.D.C., D.G.) CIVIL ACTIC. NUL ES 76-1365 


COUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADEASHIP CONTPERENCE (SCi.C) 
V. CLARENCE Hi. KELLEY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., Ge) 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 


serinidd 4 pulled from this file under court order of 
U.S. District Judge John Lewis Smith, Jr., and sent to 
National Archives. a 
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RE: BERNARD S$. LEE V. CLARENCE ti. RELLEY, ET AL. 


(J.S.D.C., D.C.) CIVIL ACTION WULDER 76-1) 8> 


SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADEWSH 
V. CLARENCE Li, KELLEY, 27 4 


CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 


Serial 643 pulled from this file under 
U.S. District Judze John Lewis Smith, 
National Archives. 
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RE: BERN ..D S. LEE VS. CLARENCE M. sELLEY, ET AL, 
(U.S.D.C.,D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185 


SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LE\DERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) 
VS. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL (U.S.D. Ce D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 


SerialG4 pulled from this file under court order 
of U.S. District Judge John Lewis Smith, Jr., and 
sent to National Archives. 
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Transmit the following in... 
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~~ {Type in plaintext or code) 


NE (Priority 
BO ec a ep a pa ees CCHIED | 
( DATE 12 4: | 6200 
eq TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) ATT, THEO“ mone pawn spe 
| FROM : SAC, NEW YORK (100-136585) peste 
i OTHERWISE, . 
SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING, Jr. eee 


SM-C 


Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are five copies 
of a letterhead memorandum dated and captioned as above; one 
copy is enclosed for Atlanta. 
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an | 
ee 3 The information contained in the letterhead memorandum 
ake was received by IC Supv. ble 
Division 5, SOG, was advised of this incident at 
:2f a.m. on 12/18/64. 
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UNIFED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Refer to New York, New York 


File No. 





ALL | 





December 22, 1904 
Bu 100-106670 


Re: Martin Luther King, Jr. 
security Matter - C 


ecember 18, 1964, eee erm rerid 
New York Gity Police Department, 





furnished information that an unknown male telephonically 
contacted the Waldorf Astoria Hotel, 50th Street and Park 

Avenue, New York City, at 12:25 a.m., on December 18, 1964, bh 7(¢) 
and said, “If Dr. Martin Luther King is not out by morning, 

he will be blown out. 


According to QI the New York 
City Police Department conducted an appropriate search with 
negative results. 


With respect to the foregoing, it is 

to be noted that Martin Luther King, Jr., 

the president of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, was staying at 

the Waldorf Astoria Hotel after arriving 

in New York City from Oslo, Norway, where --- — 
he received the Nobel Peace Prize. 
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This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the 

property of the FBI and is loaned to your 
agency; it and its contents are not to be 
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( Upon seeing , I toid nim I was Pe to Nave .4c Oppertunity ‘| 
* + to get together with him des ite tie ‘unfair eriticigm tov ne ind “everend King had : 
i told him Sc 


; + launched against the Director and the FSI during the past i Cor: 
~~ [wanted to straighten him out on sucn criticism. Q¥B oagiccd ... replied that .t 
he personally had not ween gulity of any serious criticism . vi... i.e «2. and that ne 


ne hoped that I would understand taat he wanted to continue io we @. 61.05 rather than 
——~  tlenemies. 2 


HED told me that ne had heard froma number of new: wien taat the * 


“= {FBI planned to expose Reverend King 












b 7c i 
| ) and prevent this action being taken if at all possible. me siateda ..e knew that ee. 
King had made a sudden decision to come down also and that ne epee ian. King's 
meeting with the Director had been anami@i2 me. I told him tat it had been. a hes 
a I that we, of course, had no plan wuatsoever to expose 
thi ‘Rever end King. I toid nim that our files were sacred to us and tnat 2 would bes A, 
| unneard of for the FBI to ieak such inform’ tiomt® newsmen. I told « "was .om- Air 
bi) pete appalled ai the very thought of the FBI engaging in sucn ie fe BAG Bo 
eae | the Fri .ad received rumors of this nature from a number of : :urces . .d od 
that we felt that :.ere obviously was somie substance to tneze rumors. : menti. zd cy 
nat .ndoubtedly King has nun.zrous enemies arn« .nat mos. certain. 5 
someone ned a; arently done quite a joo oii — GO 
a (09-0667 ay ! | 
] = Mr. Bz m04 u § \ 
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DeLoach to Moor memo 


b7(e 


Sea tOld me that he was glad to hear that tue F.3I did not plan to 
expose King. He stated this had a number of civil rigvis leaders quite worried 
...; inasmuch as if King were exposed this would possi}, cuin tne entire civil rights 
a. movement. I again repeated that we had never enteriaine atie idea to expose 
| - ,Reverend King; however, I wanted (ggg io definite: «nc 2. at wwe campaign of 
NA [stander and vilification against the Director and tue © a Si .s 2'Cp without any b7() 








delay. I told him that if this war continued that we, 02. -2 + ¢ceusity, must defend 
: ourselves. I mentioned that I hoped it wouid not ve aAccosenty os tae FBI to adopt 
defensive tactics. MGB <0 the point witaout any Gtvcur: +. .atsoever. He 


immediately assured me that there would pe no furtue. critic.as - from him. He 
stated he felt certain there would be a0 :urtaer criticism from. King. 






b7(c) 


Rianne ) was preatly relieved to nav: .. is conversation. 


Rahm 





eee SL 
b7cd ee again that our door was 2iwu,s open for 
discussion but that ne ssould definitely keep in mind tnat if nis group wants war they 
e could certainly find it fast. He stated tnat ne wanted tO part as friends and that he 
hoped that we could continue the pleasant relationship that we started over two years 
; _ ago in New York City in our various discussions. J assured him that this would be 
‘ possible as long as the unfair criticism did cease. 
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27 SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 


z ‘ hf A 
ae SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST fo At } 
4y = hee 
mes = My memorandum to you 12-10-64 advised of sa 
- information received that the matter of "clearing" a 
- U.S. Circuit Court Judgeship in Mississippi with Martin Luther 
King, Jr., was recently discussed between King and one of his 
advisors, Harry Wachtel. Referenced memorandum stated that 
we .did not contemplate any dissemination of this information, 
However, in view of the shocking nature of this information, 
if true, we are recommending a letter to Mr. Moyers at the 


) White House, In addition, it is believed that the White House 


Fug,” ! * 


may contact the Acting Attorney General Nicholas deB. Katzenbach 
upon receipt of our letter. Therefore, we are also recommending 
a letter to Mr. Katzenbach. A 


ee 4 
ee 


RECOMMENDATION: 


Attached for approval are letters to the Honorable 
oe Bill D. Moyers, Special Assistant to the President and to 
| the Acting Attorney General, Nicholas deB, Katzenbach, 
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By return communication submit an LHM in 
the positive intelligence concern of King 
and Rustin with Bubversives, |} _— ane an “en 


| Foregoing instructions must be ever borne 
ae in your day-to-day handling of intellizence of eee 
Oo the Bureau which Obviously wil] require dissemination, e 
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FROM fe JA. SizoO Ht, “ead 
SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. aly = 
SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST Raa 


SA Qieeeasaeee New York Office, called at 3: 50d). | 
today and advised Night Supervisor Wea of the 3:50am] 
ing report of an anonymous threat td Nartin Luther King. 









At 9.4 Fam tad aur tha WVWaes Vawter O32 der Dati an Maen eta n et 
#8 Jetgam euuay tHe NOW FUER ULty FULIUS VOparemeine 


advised the New York Office that an unknown male had telephoni- 
cally contacted the switchboard operator at the Waldorf-Astoria 
Hotel in New York City at 12:25am and threatened that if Dr. 
Martin Luther King was not out of the hotel by morning he would 
be "Dlown out, The Police advised they had conducted a search 
of the hotel With negative results and were continuing to take 
necessary security precautions. 


In view of the White House announcement that King would 


'cy. yw WV A. wi 


visit with President Johnson today, the above facts were furn- 
ished telephonically to Mike Howard, Protective Research Section, 
White House Detail, Secret Service. 
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ae es een. stile ve Ae South, § Poppe at the 
Na ona gree for a couple of hours to discuss with me the 
subject of Martin Luther King. As I have reported in previoug 
memoranda, he has been Somes concerning certain basic facts 
relating to King Ea fe and his connections with 
communism, 


Pras me h ate : Sea ee ee oy 
f: aru 7 : , 5 : Se 7 
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i Last night told me that he has been working on 
this matter whenever e opportunity presented itself and he said 


he wanted the FBI to know that steps have been taken by 
to make certain from this time on that Martin Luther King 0 


will ne "one single r’ of financial support from 
eine, eniibbi. «: me that since our 

first conversation he has heard from some other sources concerning 

“on In view of this, he felt that he was free 
e OLS 


eamattor with a few key clergymen, including 






























been active in the 


c vil righ paponent Naturalie ; they were horri- 
fied and said that he could not see how a Christian eS 
clergyman could give any more support to a man like King ne 


SO ere ae this week he intends to confer witt 


4 ) persuading | Bethat the Negro leaders should saeuiatels 
: isolate King and remove him from the role he is now occupying in 

ee civil rights agtivities., In WEEE 0p inion, the most effective 

. way te dethrone King and get him out of the public eye is to have 

fe | the important Hegro leaders united in their determination to do this. 















—. QP in a few@Meecks will be leaving 


will return from there in about 2 or 3 months. I will meet again 
with him at that time. 









As I have previously said, 
is a ney one man in ee respect. 





He has a most. sensitive x 


l-Mr. Belmont; 1-Mr. ices le ie 
1-Mr. DeLoach; 1-Mr. Sullivan; ee ae, 3 
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Memo to Mr, Belmont 
RE; MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, 
SECURITY MATTER - C 


fonscience and he iS a@ person On whom considerable reliability 

can be placed. I know the extent of his concern about King and 

I feel positive that he will try to do aS much as he can to 

emove King from the powerful social position he now occupies. 

_— eee deplored to me very strongly the fact that King was able 

é named "Man of the Year" by "Time" magazine, was the 

recipient recently of the Nobel Prize, secured an audience with 
the Pope, and has been the recipient of different awards from both 

(c Protestant and Catholic groups. I agreed with him most heartily 

MT and said it was too bad those people responsible for giving such 
recognition to King were not more circumspect. He replied that 
it was probably due to their lack of knowledge concerning King's 
communist connections and but he believes 
this condition is being corrected, at least among the clergymen. 


ACTION: s 
For information. Vo 
\ 
he \ 
Wr b 






cee i eC; 





eR tin et El ed MT Oe . 3 /) wee ae ee he HO le A Rte kg A a. ne. Ee! ne ee Waa ds 


| 
| 
| 

















¢ ® 
ty = ae 4 % e 
‘ ~ 
’ -.) 5% an : i * 


-BECRET 


The Acting Attorney General ..Becember 17, 1964 


ee - 


Mr, Belmont 
Mr. Mohr 


meas eae Pew we 


= Mr, Deloach 


ing 


Director, 
= 3 a= = 


Mr. Sullivan 
Mr. Bland 
ur. Bauazardner | 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. ie 
SECURITY MATTER « . d 
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Confidential sources of this Bureau ‘whe ~ 

supplied reliable information in the past have furnished h 
the following information, (/ 

Oo 

» 

=A 


_------.— On December 16, 1964, Bayard Rustin suggested = 

to Harry Wachtel that Martin Luther King, Jr., should ask 

President Johnson to drop him off in Atlanta, Georgia; -.when 
the President is en route to Texas after King visits_with 
the President on Friday. Rustin and Wachtel are frequent a 
advisors of King. Rustin is a former member of the: -Young , 
Communist League, which has been designated as subversive x 

pursuant to Executive Order 10450, Wachtel is a. 
Vice President of the Gandhi Society for Human Rights, a... \ 
fund-raising adjunct of the Southern Christian Leadership. 
Couference, which Conference is headed by King. 
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“This information is also being furnished to bi 





Honorable Bill D, Moyers, — Assistant to the 
President, jj 


1 = The Deputy Attorney General 


l- tr, J, Walter Yeagley 
Assistant Attorney General 


1 - Mr. Burke Marshall 
Assistant Attorney General 


NOTE: 
See memorandum Baumgardner to W, C. Sullivan dated 
12/17/6 ee "Martin Luther King, Jr., rere Matter - 
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who is of continuing value. The unauthorized disclosure 
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a sensitive source relative to the racial field, 
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Special Agent in Charge Roney, New York Office, telephoni~ 
cally furnished the following information at 8:45 am. today (12/17/64). 
aio ee... 
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Harry Wachtel that Martin Luther King should ask President Johnson to I 
drop him off in Atlanta when the President is en route to Texas afte 
King visits with Johnson on Friday (presumably tomorrow 12/18/64) .? 
Rustin and Wachtel are close advisers to King with subversive oe 
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- - 4. gne foregoing 1e the first indication we have had@em E\ 
a President Johnson may see King in Washington 12/18/64. It tg f 
og believed that the President and the Acting Attorney General should 
f have the foregoing information, oJ t L Joo 70 ‘Oe S$ 7a-l Lo 
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‘= > didnt approval BS letters to the*Honordble Bill D. — 
as ret Special Assistant to the President, and to the Acting oa 
4 General, with copies for the Deputy Attorney General an 


Attorneys General Yeagley and Marshall. U 
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SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING _— 
APPOINTMENT WITH DIRECTOR 


4 3:35 P.M., 12-1-64 
‘ 


At Reverend King's request, the Director met ¥ 
bernathy, retary of the Southern Christian Leadership 
», Dre ‘Andrew Young, Executive Assistant to King; and Walter ¥ 

, representative here in Washington, at 3:35 p»m., 12-1-64, ‘i 


‘ATNED 






riference  Bevekond ft. . : 
auntroy, SCLC oF 
the Director's Office, 

I met King and his associates in the hallway outside the Director's Office. 
An attempt was made to rush them directly through the reception room, Es g/ ea 





Slowly posed for the cameras and newsmen before proceeding, 


Upon being introduced to the Director, Reverend King indicated i 
appreciation for Mr. Hoover's seeing him then stated that Reverend Abernathy would ! 
speak first, Reverend Abernathy told the Director it was a great privilege to meet the ‘ 
distinguished Director of the FBI--a man who had done so much for his country. 
Reverend Abernathy expressed the appreciation of the Negro race for the Director's 
fine work in the field of civil rights. He stated that the Negroes had problems, 
particularly in the South, and, therefore, had requested a discussion with the Director 
__at the very time their people were continuing to "rise up from their bondage." i) 


Reverend King spoke up, He stated it was vitally necessary to keep a 
working relationship with the FBI. He wanted to clear up any misunderstanding which 
might have occurred. He stated that some Negroes had told him that the FBI had been 
ineffective, however, he was inclined to discount such criticism, Reverend King asked 
that the Director please understand that any criticism of the Director and the FBI which 
had been attributed to King was either a misquote or an outright misrepresentation, He 
stated this particularly concerned Abany, Georgia. He stated that the only time he had  _ 
ever criticized the FBI was because of instances in which Special Agents who had been 
given complaints in civil rights cases regarding brutality by police officers were seen 
the following day being friendly with those same police officers. King stated this, of 
course, promoted distrust inastpucn a as the police sometir es “brutalized" Negroes. 
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Re: Martin Luther King, Appointment With Director, 3:35 p.m, , 12-1-64 


Reverend King stated he personally appreciated the great work of the FBI 
which had been done in sO many instances. He stated this was particularly true in 
Mississippi, He added that FBI developments in that State have been very significant, 

The FBI is a great restraining influence, Reverend King denied that he had ever stated 
that Negroes should not report information to the FBI, He said he had actually encouragec 
such reporting in many instances. He claimed there were good relationships in many 
communities, especially Atlanta, Georgia, between Negroes and the FBI, He stated he 
would continue to strongly urge all of his people to work closely with the FBL 


Reverend King stated he has never made any personal attack upon 
Mr, Hoover. He stated he had merely tried to articulate the feelings of the Negroes in 
the South in order to keep a tradition of nonviolence rather than violence, He added that 
the Negro should never be transferred from a policy of nonviolence to one of violence and 
terror, | 


Reverend King said that the Director's report to the President this summer 
on rioting was a very excellent analysis, 


Reverend King advised that Negroes are currently laboring under a very 
frustrating situation, He stated that, "We sometimes are on the verge of temporary 
despair."' He added that it was a challenge and a duty for him to keep the Negro from 
coming to a boiling point. He stated that sometimes the cries coming from the Negro 
represent a real feeling of lonesomeness and despair. He, however, has pointed out that 
the path to success is nonviolence rather than violence, 


Reverend King stated he has been, and still is, very concerned regarding 
the matter of communism in the civil rights movement, He stated he knew that the 
Director was very concerned because he bore the responsibility of security in the Nation, 
Reverend King stated that from a strong philosophical point of view he could never become 
a communist inasmuch as fie recognizes this to be a crippling totalitarian disease, He 
stated that as a Christian fe could never accept communism. He claimed that when he 
learns of the identity of a communist in his midst he immediately deals with the problem 
by removing this man, He stated there have been one or two communists who were 
engaged in fund raising for the SCLC. Reverend King then corrected himself to say that 
these one or two men e former communists and not Party members at the present time. 
He then identified "JacK/ O'Dell" as an example. He stated that he had insisted that O'Dell 
leave his staff because the success of his Prganization, the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference, was far more important than friendship with O'Dell, U,S A 

LOA b t « 

The Director interrupted King to state that the FBI had ieatnedt from ‘long 
experience that the communists move in when trouble starts. The Director explained that 
communists thrive on chaos, The Director mentioned that his riot report to the President 
reflected the opportunistic efforts of communists, He then stated that communists have 
no interest in the future of the Negro race and that King, of all people, should be aware of 
this fact, The Director spoke briefly of communist attempts to infiltrate the labor 
movement, 
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The Director told King and his associates that the FBI shares the same 
despair which the Negroes suffer when Negro leaders refused to accept the deep 
responsibility they have in the civil rights movement. He stated that when Negroes are 
encouraged not to. cooperate with the FBI this sometimes frustrates or delays successful 
solution of investigations, The Director told King that he had personally gone to 
Mississippi to meet with Governor Paul Johnson inasmuch as there had been practically 
no liaison between the Department of Justice, the President and the State of Mississippi 
beforehand, The Director stated that upon meeting Governor Johnson the Governor 
explained honestly that he was a segregationist, however,abhorred violence, The 
Director stated that he had told Governor Johnson they had a common meeting ground 


inasmuch as he was in Mississippi to put an end to violence and brutality, The Director 


told Governor Johnson that he would like to do this in collaboration with ‘the State Police, : 
however, if the FBI could not receive such cooperation we would do it on our own, The | 
Director then made reference to watermoccasins, rattlesnakes and redneck sheriffs, in | 
that order, who still exist in Mississippi who represent the trashy type of characters who 
are promoting Civil rights violations. The Director told King that we had trained twenty 


She Ae Si a - 


representatives of the Mississippi State Highway Patrol and that this had represented a 
good move to promote better cooperation and solution of civil rights cases, 
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The Director told Reverend King that the FBI had put the “fear of God" in 

the Ku Klux Klan (KKK), He told King that we knew of the identity of the murderers of 
the three civil rights workers and that these murderers would soon be brought to trial, 
The Director then spoke of the terror in Mississippi backwoods and of the fact that ' 
sheriffs and deputy sheriffs participate in crimes of violence, He summarized by telling 
King that we, therefore, are under the same Strain that sincere Negro leaders are under, 
The Director added that the KKK constantly damns the FBI and that we have currently 
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The Director told King that many cases, which have been brought about as 
a result of FBI investigation, must be tried in State Court, He spoke of the difficulty in 
obtaining a verdict of guilty in instances in which white juries are impaneled in cases 
: involving white men, The Director spoke of the KKK involvement in the Lemuel Penn case 
* «just outside of Athens, Georgia, He stated this was an outrageous miscarriage of justice , 
_ in that the defendants, despite the open and shut evkence on the part of the FBI, had been 





acquitted, | : 
) The Director made it clear to Reverend King and his associates that the _ 
FBI could not state whether a conviction would be obtained or not in the case involving the-, 


. | murdered three civil rights victims. He stated, however, that the FBI has excellent | 
~~! evidence in this case. The Director then explained that it was most necessary for the ; 
FBI not to "jump the gun" unless we had sufficient evidence in which a case coud be i 
brought to trial, : 
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The Director made reference to Reverend King's allegation that the FBI 
deals or associates with law enforcement officers who have been involved in civil rights 
violations. He stated emphatically that, "I'll be damned if the FBI has associated with 
any of these people nor will we be associated with them in the future, *t The Director 
explained that the FBI, not only because of the very nature of the law but also because of 
the background of our investigative employees, was in full Sympathy with the sincere 
aspects of the civil rights movement, He stated that the FBI constantly needs cooperation 
and assistance in order to solve cases, He added that he made it a point, several years 
ago, to transfer northern Special Agents to southern offices, He stated that, for the most 
part, northern~born Agents are assigned civil rights cases in the South. The Director 
added that he feels that our Special Agents, regardless of where they are born, will 
investigate a case impartially and thoroughly. He mentioned, however, that it was unfair 
to the Agent and the FBI to “have a strike against him" in that critrism had been leveled 
Over the fact that southern Agents would not give Negroes a "fair shake, "' The Director 
stated that such criticism was entirely unjustifiable and that no case had ever been brought 
to our attention proving such a fact, 


The Director made reference to the recent case in McComb, Mississippi, 
in which nine men had been charged with burning churches and violence against Negroes, 
He stated this again was a miscarriage of justice, He added that the judge's decision in 
releasing the defendants because they had learned their lesson and were merely youths 
was entirely wrong and that it caused some people to question where youth really began. | 
He explained that some of the defendants had been in their 40°s. The Director added that , 
a deal probably, of course, had been made, however, ‘this would certainly not represent — 
any deterrent to future actions of violence by these men, 
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The Director explained that there is a great misunderstanding today among 
the general public and particularly the Negro race as to what the FBI can and cannot do 
in the way of investigations, The Director emphasized that the FBI cannot recommend 
prosecution or declination of prosecution. He stated that Agents cannot make "on the spot' 
arrests. He stated that the FBI merely investigates and then the Department of Justice 
determines whether prosecution be entertained or not. The Director added that the 
question is sometimes raised why prosecution is not scheduled sooner. He stated this, 
of course, was not the responsibility of the FBI in any way whatsoever, He pointed out 
that our civil rights investigations are conducted in a very thorough and expeditious 
manner once the Department has authorized such investigations, 


ent 
cel tee aa 


Bo Ck BN Bg ST mg BR Uae a 
We? - ae ar . i tk, FB .. 


J 


Frame cai ye ae iinet 


The Director spoke of the FBI’s successful penetration of the KKK, He 
stated that the FBI has interviewed all members of the KKK in Mississippi and has 
served notice to these members that if trouble occurs we plan to come to them first. He 
stated our penetration of the KKK has been as successful as the manner in which we 
infiltrated the communists and the Soviet espionage services, He stated that our progress 
in infiltrating the KKK has been so rapid that Klan members now suspect each other and 


are fighting among themselves. The Director mentioned that we have two confessions in 
the killing of the three civil rights workers. He added that the Klan in Mississippi has 


failed meet for some time because the members of this organization are apprehensive 
-4< CONTINUED NEXT PAGE 
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as to the identity of FBI informants in their midst, The Director stated he had personally 
been an enemy of the KKK for a long time, 

He spoke of the FBI‘s case in Louisiana in the late 1920's in which FBI 
evidence successfully culminated in the conviction of the top Kian leader. He stated the 
KKK fully concentrated on Negroes, Jews and Catholics, however, poucenten ee? now 
is strictly on the Negro race, 


The Director told the group that in the Lemuel Penn case the defendants 
have recently been indicted and are to stand trial in Federal Court, He stated the trial 
would begin sometime next week. He mentioned that the same defendants were 
responsible for beating Negroes and participation in other acts of violence. The Director 
added that the FBI's success in infiltrating the KKK has been so extensive that we now 
sometimes know in advance what the KKK plans to do and takepreventivé measures 
accordingly. 


The Director explained that in Alabama the FBI cannot deal with the 
Highway Patrol because of the psychoneurotic tendencies of the Alabama Governor. He 
stated that the State of Georgia has a good Governor and that the » Georgia Bureau of 


Investigation, while not comparable to the Mississippi Highway Patrol, has cooperated 
with the FBL, 


The Director told Reverend King and his associates that FBI 
representatives have held several thousand law enforcement conferences in which 
southern police officers have been educated as to civil rights legislation. He stated this 
has clearly assisted law enforcement, particularly the FBI, however, admittedly, this 
represents slow progress, but progress nevertheless. He added that this educatienal 
campaign will be continued and that it will eventually take hoid, The Director gave the 
example of a Mississippi Sheriff who recently broke a case as a result of FBI training, 

d 

The Director made it very clear to Reverend King and his associates that 
FBI Agents conduct very thorough interviews in civil rights cases, He stated he weuld 
like to know immediately if any of our Special Agents ever act in a supercilieus manner 
or if they mishandle a complaint regarding civil rights. He stated that if the facts 
reflect that our Agent is in the wrong he will be called on the carpet fast. The Director 


asked that Reverend King or any of his representatives feel free to call the FBI at any 
time they have such complaints, 


The Director told Reverend King he desired to give him some advice. He 
stated that one of the greatest things the Negro leaders could accomplish would be to 
encourage voting registration among their people. Another thing would be to educate their 
people in the skills so that they could compete in the open market, The Director 
mentioned several professions in which Negroes could easily learn skills, The Director 


also told King he wanted him to know that registrars in the South were now more Careilww 
in their actions, He stated that there were less attempts now to prevent Negroes from 
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registering inasmuch as the FBI is watching such actions very carefully. The Director 
told Reverend King that the FBI was making progress in violations regarding 
discrimination in eating places, He gave as a specific example a restaurant in Atlanta, 
Georgia, in which surveillances have taken place to ascertain if out-of-state cars are 
being served at this particular redaurant, The Director stated he personally was in 
favor of equality in eating places and in schools, He stated emphatically, however, he 
was not in favor of taking Negro children 10 or 12 miles across town simply because 
their parents wanted them to go to a school other than those in their specific 
neighborhood, 


The Director told Reverend King that in due time there will be a complete 
change in the mores of community thinking in the United States regarding the racial 
problem, He stated that meanwhile the FBI will continue to handle its responsibilities 
in a thorough and impartial manner. He reiterated that the FBI cannot encourage 
prosecution in Federal Court despite the fact that geome local courtscannot be trusted, He 
added that some judges cannot be trusted, 


The Director praised the Georgia papers that declared the verdict of the 
Penn case tobe a travesty of justice. He added that the Jackson, Mississippi, papers 
had contained several editorials deploring violence against Negroes and participation in 
church burnings, The same editorials declared this was no way to solve racial 
problems, The Director stated that his statements made at a press conference in 
Jackson, Mississippi, this summer to the effect that he was in Mississippi to see to it 
that an end was put to the violence of bombings and burning churches had had some affect 
upon Pace eae terrorists. 








ee ee we oe ee Oe ee A i lle et et re a a a a - ee . 


The Director told King that he wanted to make it very clear that the 
question is often raised as to whether the FBI will protect civil rights workers or Negroes 
He stated that he has in the past and will continue to answer such questions on the basis 
that the FBI does not have the authority nor the jurisdiction to protect anyone. He stated 
that when the Department of Justice desires that Negroes be protected this is the 
responsibility of U. S. Marshals. The Director reiterated that the FBI is strictly an 
investigative agency and cannot and will not extend itself beyond legislated jurisdictien. 
The Director repeated very emphatically that while our investigations are very definitely 
thorough and impartial he wanted to state once again that if Reverend King or any of his 
associates ever knew of a Special Agent showing bias or prejudice he wanted te know 
about this matter immediately. 





The Director explained that we have civil rights cases not only in the 
South but also in the northern cities. He gave examples of New York and Chicago. He 
stated that there have been some cases in Miami, Florida, 


a. 
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The Director spoke once again of the necaee of the Negro educating 
himself in order to compete in manual and professional skills, He mentioned the 
example of a shoeshine boy in Miami, Florida, who turned out to be, after questioning 
by the Director, a graduate of Howard University. This shoeshine boy, a Negro, 
explained to the Director that he could not get a job above the level of shoeshine boy 
because of the color of his skin, The Director stated this, of course, was wrong and 
that under no circumstances did he, or anyone in the FBI, share the opinion that the 
Negro, or any other race, should be kept down. The Director spoke of his pride in 
Negro Agents and particularly mentioned Special Agent Aubrey Lewis, the former 
Notre Dame track star who is currently assigned to the New York Division, 


The Director spoke of a Miami Special Agent who was transferred to that 
Office from St. Louis, This Agent explained to the Director on one occasion that he was 
first a little upset about being transferred to Miami because he felt that his race would 
be against him. He stated, however, much to his surprise, that the white people in 
Miami treated him with the greatest of courtesy while people of his own race referred to 
him as a "fink" simply because he was a representative of law enforcement, 





Reverend King interrupted the Director at this point and asked if this same 
Negro Agent is still assigned to the Miami Division. The Director replied in the 
affirmative. The Director stated that at a recent dinner Father Hesburgh, the President 
of Notre Dame University, explained to the Director that his institution had difficulty 
getting Negroes on the football team because their grades were never high enough. The 
Director told Reverend King the same thing is true of Negroes who apply for the position 
of Special Agent. He stated in most instances they lack the qualifications, however, we | 
were very happy to hire any Negro who was qualified for the position. The Director told 


Reverend King that we. of course eould nnt lat down fair Analifiecatinne rximniv because 
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of the color of a person's skin, | | 
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The Director told Reverend King and his associates that the problems that 
he and the Negro leaders have is a mutual problem. He stated in most instances in civil 
rights matters we have learned that "you are damned if you do and you are damned if you 
don't, "' The Director stated nevertheless the FBI would continue to do its job. He stated | 
that we additionally are very proud of 10 or 11 Indian Special Agents and of a number of 
Special Agents who have Mexican bloodin them. He stated that the color of a man's skin 
makes no difference to the FBI whatsoever, however, we do merit the cooperation and 
assistance of all groups and it is most unfair when these groups are taught not to 


cooperate with the FBI. 


The Director mentioned that he wanted to make it very plain that the FBI 
will not tolerate any of our personnel being slapped around, He gave an example of the 
Lombardozzi case in New York where one of our Agents was jumped by five hoodlums 
outside a church. He stated these hoodlums were immediately taught a lesson, The 
Director mentioned that in the war with hoodlums, for every man we lose we make 
certain, through legal means of course, that the hoodlums lose the same number or more, 
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_ The Director proudly spoke of the ability of Agents to outshoot and 
outfight hoodlums and other individuals who attempted to take advantage of our personnel, 
He stated the KKK is afraid to "mix" with our Agents, He mentioned that the Klan was 
"yellow. "' He stated they are brave as long as they have the majority with them but 
afraid when they face an equal number, 


The Director spoke of the Mack Charles Parker case in Poplarville, 
Mississippi. He stated that our evidence in this case had been turned over to Gevernor 
Coleman, the then Governor of that State. He mentioned that Governor Coleman was a 
decent type of individual who had immediately seen to it that a State Court received the 
evidence contributed by the FBL The Director mentioned that our evidence in this case 
was excellent, however, the Grand Jury refused to indict the subjects involved in the 
lynching of Parker, 


The Director told Reverend King that in many instances our Agents have 
been spit upon, they have been refused food and lodging and many things are done to 
thwart hard-hitting investigations by the FBI, He stated that nevertheless we continue 
to gather evidence in an expeditious and thorough manner, 


Reverend Abernathy stated that the Negroes have a real problem in , 
tearing down the current system of segregated voting tests in the South, He stated it was | 
most important that there be kept alive in the Negro communities a ray of hope. He 
stated that the Negro people should not be allowed to fall into an atmosphere of despair, 


The Director explained that this was a very important point. He stated 
that real progress has been made in higher wages, voting registration and housing ........ . 
matters, The Director pointed out, however, that such progress has not been 
emphasized by the rabblerousers who constantly attempt to stir up the Negroes against 
the whites, The Director gave as an example the communist,Epton,in New York City. 
The Director stated that Epton is sometimes pointed to as a person the Negro should 
emulate because of his militancy. The Director stated this was wrong and it is also 
wrong to "mislead" Negroes, 





Reverend Abernathy stated that the SCLC does not want Negroes like 
Epton in their movement. He stated that Reverend King, more than anyone else, has 
prevented people like Epton and the Muslims from taking over the civil rigs movement. | 
Reverend Abernathy stated that actually the Negroes are a part of the Federal 
Government, therefore, anything that represents the Federal Government is an | 
encouragement to the Negro. He added that even the side of a post office building er a 
Federal courtroom is an encouragement to the Negro, He mentioned that when a Negro 
receives information that a case in which he has been brutally mistreated is gcing to 
Federal Court he feels encouraged over the fact that he will get a fair trial, Reverend 
Abernathy continued that the same problem is true when a Negro sees an FBI Agent. He 
stated that the Negro feels open encouragement inasmuch as the FBI will not only fairly 
handle his case but will serve as a great deterrent to violence. 
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The Director stated that the KKK today is represented by common white 
trash, He stated that the Klan was actually worse than the Communist Party inasmuch 
as the Klan resorts to violence while the communists usually emulate termites in their 
activities, 


The Director reiterated that King and his associates should feel free to 
call him at any time when they have knowledge of possible civil rights violations. King 
replied that over the past few years he has noted amazing signs of progress in the civil 
ee rights field. He stated he has been very surprised to see some communities comply 
en with the new civi rights statutes, He stated there still are some pockets of resistence 
i 





particularly in the South, He added that the SCLC is planning to stimulate voting 
oe registration activities in Selma, Alabama, in the near future, He mentioned that some 
rl members of his organization have been successful in infiltrating this white community 
| and have learned there is a great potential for violence, in Selma, 


\ 
MY . The Director interrupted King and briefly detailed five cases in which the 
iy ( FBI has gathered evidence in Selma, Alabama, The Director identified these cases 
aD fully, and specifically the case against Sheriff James Clark, The Director mentioned 
E. ™" that these cases came about as a result of FBI investigation and that we were continuing 
ee ‘ our investigations in Selma, Alabama, He mentioned that one case would come to trial 


on December 9, 1964. The Director particularly made reference to the fact that we have 
three excellent cases in Selma at the present time. 


Reverend King inquired as to whether his representatives should notify 
the FBI when they arrive in Selma, Alabama. He quickly corrected himself that he knew 
his representatives should contact the FBI upon arrival, however, he asked the Director 
what would be the possibilities of FBI Agents being in Selma, Alabama, inasmuch as 
there appeared to be a potential for violence, The Director specifically asked Reverend 
King when his activities would take place. Reverend Abernathy indicated such activity 
would take place around January 1, 1965, The Director clearly explained that FBI 
Agents would be in Selma, not for the purpose of “protecting" anyone, but for the 

‘purpose of observing and reporting to the Department of Justice any possible violations 
of civil rights that might occur, Reverend King expressed appreciation in this regard, 
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thanks for a most fruitful and necessary meeting. The Director told Reverend King that 


Reverend King stood up and stated he wished to express his personal 
| he should get in touch with us at anytime he felt it was necessary. 
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Reverend King mentioned that there were representatives of the press in 
the Director's reception room. He turned to me and asked if the FBI planned to make | 
any comment regarding the meeting. I told him that the Director had instructed that we | 
make no comment whatsoever, Reverend King asked the Director if there would be any | 
objections if he read a short prepared statement to the press, The Director told 
Reverend King this, of course, was up to him. 
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DeLoach ts Mohr  12-2-64 
Re: Martin Luther King, Appointment With Director, 3:35 p.m., 12~1-64 


In proceeding to the reception réom, Reverend King pulled out a press 
release, hand-written in ink, out of his right coat pocket. This press release obviously 
had been prepared prior to the time Reverend King arrived at FBI Headquarters. A 
previous memorandum has been sent through reporting verbatim the comments by King 
in the Director's reception room, 


ACTION: 


ee 


It is suggested that the attached letter be sent to the President concerning 
the meeting between the Director, Reverend King and his associates, 


AX : 


The General investigative Division, Civil Rights Section, should take 


nata af than nernnnorndl antiwithian tn oe ged oe ee 


due note of the PLUPVUSTU aACLiVilley Lil Selma, Alabama, and should instruct the 
appropriate office to make certain that Agents are on hand to observe activities in Selma, 
~~" on or around January 1, 1965, 
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Transmit the following in —_.W 


| 


(T: ype é n plain. text or code ) 
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( TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) DWCLASS IFIED BY 
q | ee } 
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va FROM: SAC, NEW YORK (100-136585) 









SUBJECT: MARTIN LuTHEeKING, JR. 
SM-C | 


p(2) bb 
on 12/15/64 RR saavisea that CLARENCE JONES 


and STANLEY LEVISON were in contact on that date, during which 
time they discussed personal matters and MARTIN LUTHER KING. 
In regard to KING, LEVISON said he knew that CLARENCE and 

his wife were upset over the manner that some of the people 
around KING had behaved (apparently alluding to some 
embarrassment). According to the source, LEVISON and JONES 
made an appointment to meet at LEVISON's office at 1:30 PM, 
12/16/64, for the purpose of considering the reasons why these 
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| APPRCF ~"*TE AGENCIES 


ie By Fa people had acted the way they did. 

y tat | 

a es On 12/16/64, Special Agents of the FBI conducted a 

~ 1 .§ § fasur at 1841 Broadway, New York City, the address of LEVISON's 











office; however, JONES was not observed to arrive at that ~~ 
address, but LEVISON departed the building at 2:08 PM and 
entered Howard Johnson’ Restaurant at 61st Street and Broadway, 
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: i where he was observed eating alone. v Fi hh . 
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| mHepoll 1 - Atlanta (10026286) MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.) (Info) (RM) " 
y:. EERB2Y 1 - New York (100-73250) (CLARENCE JONES) (42) - - Ae 
2 ES tag 1 - New York (100-111180) (STANLEY LEVISON) (42) | 
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RE: BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL. 
(U.S.D.C., D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185 


SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADESHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) 
V, CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C. 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 


Serial (3tpulied from this file under court order of 
U.S. District Judge John Lewis Smith, Jr., and sent to 
National Archives. . 
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Dear Mr. Hoover: 


Many men have had long carecrs a public servants but certetriy 
no one individual can match vour tenure of ofvice in giving atie, 
devoted, and conscientious service to his courusy. Yuu have tous 
the FBI an agency of trust, respect and honesty es it rerlect: the 
character and integrity or its virector. 






Having lived in the South and having been exposec for al years tc 
etc 


a sociological pattern, born ov2r a century age, Sut ti.e chanpets9 
now being made in this system are not easy to accepl. sr Wever, WE  f: 
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will accept them in time, as will most Christians wno delievs ii: vaedy A 
dignity of the individual and fair play for all citizens. ra a. 
2 a 
Making this acceptance difficult, is the attituce of some of the —_ ie | 
most vehement Oe of certain minority groupe , particmerl) “7.4 | | 
Rev. Martin LutherKing. In supporting your recent rears regera.iZ5 fe Pm 
ae | 
+ : I 
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Rev. King's veracity, ttvis not just a Soutnherner's ee t 2 
Rev. King's ideology, but the backing of a concerned Ancricen that 
the FBI Director is justified in defending his agency when over- 
eo substantiated by facts. The recent articte i. U.S. News F 
é: vlorld Report is ample proof that your remarks were 4:.:\u7led. | 
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cucre is another matter in which your name has beer anjected anc. 


gal to you in tiis matter at a fellow Elder in the Presbyter ie. 2 
Couren. \ . 
ah 

I have become greatly concerned over the conl. versy ° ‘ich has e 
developed regarding the National Council of Cuurches. I have read ox 
meny of Mr. Billy James Hargis! Ysoks, Mr. cchn 4. Sv ccers! "None NO 
2:1. + Call It Treason", and other: dealing .i::: commurtsm and sub- boy 
vsion, Mr. Hargis and tir, Svermer cite many cuthorities to ae 
sutstantiate the clain. that the .cC espouse: « number of communi: +_- f 
uo oo and that the lceucership of tne NCC has been infiltrated bk; a 
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_Lomunists or comsunist sy: vathi ere 10) ( /Q0 -/ Jb 6b SO =a 
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“There are a nuwuber o: "us Presbyterlans and cteiaal LaGrange 










ig 
who are sincerely 2: terested in vie vner or not thece charges are 
true. Ina special report coverin;: seme 15 pores in tre December 
1964 Presbyter.an Survey the NCC is complevelz;, cxonerates as they 
state in the preface: "Wild accusation of coremnist if.) tration 
in the NCC have loriz been laid +> wrest by ro ives € rn. *isv.a’ euthority 
ra than J. Edgar Hoover- --". The article does adit to churzcs of 
ee economic, political, or social activities, perhaps not ir reeying with 
ee the scope of a church body, but in these ad.assions the Juilt is 
a Boe shifted to some committee of the NCC over which the NCC evident—y has 
. little control, 
iat This article also attempts te Giseridit Mr. Kaczis, Mr. Stormer, 
me hr. Carl McIntire, Mr. Robert Woelcr, Mr. Mrexs Lewnan, Mr. Edgar Bundy, 
e and fir. Dan Smoot. 


As a Presbyterian “tier tric matter of the n.C0C 18 mosu t.. 


! 
swreteadets 


~L ct LO Mee 
I try to filter ow: Cres. cur news media what mignt be 7. Lut. out 
there is so much ««-tracic.lon that IT fine uyseif degsing 2l> whe 
absolute truth fror. some uctally impeacharle source such as yo.r Lf. 
Much of our reporvire now is interpretive ratmr than factual woin 
more emphasis on 2:screditing anti-communist activitie» than in 
disclosing those u:tivities of couwnunists or communizt Sympzevthizurs. 


A Thermo-fax copy of a recent editorial from the Atlanta Times 
commenting om wiat attion the Sessio.. of The Nerth Avenue Presbyterian 
Church has tae: w.itn respect to the National Council of Churches is 
attached for your information. 


I would greatly appreciate any informatior. or documents avaii.cie 
for public use that you might be able to give me ana others here who 
earnestly seek the truth. I realize that your time is valuable, so 
much so, that were this not of some consequence to a number of people ~ r--e--+---~- 


. ae wee A mee 


y i I would not prevail upon a single minute cf your tine. 
ne 3 

ie With best wishes of the Holiday Season. 

a . 

a | Sincerely, 
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captioned “Communism and the Negro Movement—-A Current 
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TO . Mr. A, H, Belmont DATE: December 15, 1964 


Trotter _ 
FROM - : Mr. Ws. C e sui ie 
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SUBJECT: 


Lie) 






YORK, NEM rr i 
The Gantioted peseon I have been developing as a contac? for 
the past couple of years. In a memorandum a few months ago, I set 
forth my conversation with him wher I alerted concerning 
certain basic facts on Martin Luther-King. Since that time he has 
taken measures to gradually separate thé | oT: Pee oe 
: (0) ne from the support of him, Further, oe has sent the Bureau 
1 on a very sensitive and confidential basi list of names of | 
—~ (c persons who participated in which we neede 
oe ht badly to have relative to our investigations. 


Late this afternoon SD will be in the city and I wil 
meet with him again, at which time I will circumspectly reiterate 4 
the truth that Martin Luther King is a serious liability to the 
civil rights movement in this country. I will also learn from 

about any other developments which he has been able to 
sponsor to curtail the activities of King. 
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SUBJECT: M=RTIN LUTHER KING, JR. /; a 


SECURITY M:TTER - C /) 1d. | 


, Joint Legislat 
Committee on Un-American Activities, State of Louisiana, called me 
to advise he was sending to me airmail a letter directed to "Friends 
of SCEF Everywhere," attacking Mr. Hoover and the FBI on behalf of 
sartin Luther King. A copy of this is enclosed. This attack is 
sponsored by ‘The Southern Conference Educational Fund, Inc., which 
waS the successor organization to the Southern Conference for Human 
Welfare, cited as a communist front organization by the Committee 
on Un-smerican Activities in its report dated 6/16/47, Bufiles show 
that its successor, The Southern Conference Educational Fund, is 


described‘as a progressive, liberal Organization which one of our 


sources who has furnished reliable information in the past considers 
a communist front organization in that it has followed the Communist 
Party: line, particularly in regard to the racial question. 
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The enclosed letter refers to the Director's eritictan 7” [If 
of Dr. Martin Luther King and urges all recipients to write a lette 
.. jor send a telegram to President Johnson expresSing the hope that--------- 


Johnson will remove the Director, The letter also carries a critical 
article on the Director published in the “Washington Post" on 11/21/64. 


? 


It is evident from the enclosed document that it will be /} 
given widespread dissemination. This just highlights what to me is 
an indisputable fact and that ts this Bureau has not yet emerged 
victorious in its conflict with Martin Luther King. I think we are 





a deluding ourselves if we believe that King and his followers and ge 
pa Supporters around the country have ‘run.f$r cover and are not attacking | 
; the FBI in one way or another. In view of this Situation, .realism . 
oy makes it mandatory that we take every prudent Step that we can ‘take 7 
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Memo to Mr. Belmont 
RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
SECURITY MATTER - C 


to emerge completely victorious in this conflict. We should not 
take any ineffective or half-way measures, nor blind ourselves to 
the realities of the situation. 


This new attack on the Director and the Bureau should 
certainly be called to the attention of the President as it is very 
likely he will be receiving critical letters and telegrams. Enclosed 
will be found a letter to Mr. Moyers and also a letter for the Acting 
Attorney General. 
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RECOMMENDATION : 


That the enclosed letters be approved for dissemination. 


eet A A ae Pc ep ay Ne 





* iz - 


se ¢ » 


+ 


WASHINGTON POST - November 21, 1964 





" The Albany Caacs, 


long," 


The Southern 
822 Perdido 





a | 
New Orleans, Douleiana 70112 °.2 Gas rs 
; ° , | a: a aa 4 
4 ; ‘ \ " - 
TO: Friends of SCEF Everywhere ~— 2 CPR eee 
FROM: The Rev. Fred Le Shuttlesworth, eee cone. . PE es 


J 


ACTION MEMO - Re: 





“anference a eee 


J. Edgar Hoover & the FBI. ee 
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Soma time azo we sent you a copy of "YPSIDE- DOWN yustrce, 


etace, 
ineffectiveness of the FBI. 
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'* a gocumenrad acepunk af tha fgevaia police 
of che persecution of nine Freedom Fighters, and (o£ 
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Ir was this Albany situation which prompted Dr. Martin 


Luther King, Jr. co declare: 


"Te te ‘tragic that the only uugeahee in which -. . 5 


¢ - a> ® 
s “ c - 
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the Federal Government has moved with vigor 


has been against Negro leaders who have been a ee 


working to end the evils of segregation.” | a 


JI. Edear Ho oover 


King' s criticism by eee ne 
the beloved civil rights leader, denouncing 
notorious liar in the councry.” 


of the FBI, respon 
integrity and ho onesty of 
nee as 


— 7 a- = 5 


This intemperate outburst was aroteered by many civil | 
rights leaders and led at least two of the most influential | 
newspapers in the country to suggest that Mr. Hoover has out- 
lived his usefulness. (See the editorial below from the 


WASHINGTON POST) dees 


If you, too, feel that Hoover has been in office " 
please write a letter or send a telegram to President . 


too 


Lyndon B, Johnson giving him your views, and perhaps expresae- . 
ing the hope that Hoover be replaced by a man who will show as 
much concern for human rights as he does for property rights, 


and show the same vigor in tracking down those who rob others ~~~ - 


of their civil rights as he does in apprehending a bank robber. 


Thirty Years 


Unaccustomed as he is to public: criticlsm, J. 


Edgar Hoover customarily responds to Its occa- 
sional expression by impugning the Integrity, virtue 
or patriotism of his critics. Thus. it was guite 
characteristic of him to denounce Dr. Martin 
Luther King (who had presumed to question the 
FBI's effcctivencssa respecting civil Jiberties in 
the South? 2s “the most notorious Uar In the coun- 
try.” It was equally characteristic of him to call 
the Warren Commission “unfair and unjust” be- 
cause if had gently chided the FBI for its role in 
relation to Lee Harvey Oswald and te refer to 
eminent judges, including members of the Su- 
preme Court as “bleeding hearts” because they 
took a different view from his own in interpreting 
certain clauses of the Bill of Rights. 

This kind of taik, if It came from any other 
bureau chief in any other department of the Fed- 
eral Government, would be generally recognized 
as insufferable effrontery on the part of a public 
servant. It is no less than that though it comes 
from the Director of the FBI. 


view, Mr, Hoover let it be 


Feerry, We wwFrws sue 


with eQua] candor in the } past, that the FBI is tap- 
ping something Uke 8&0 telephones continuously 


a 


In the same inter- © 
be known, as he has done 





(* If you would like an additional copy of UPSIDE-DOWN JUSTICE, 
write to: SCEF, 822 Perdido St., New Orleans, 


La. 70112) 
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tapping in connection with counter-Intelligence at 
livities. There fs no question that his purposes are 
Patriotic. But there is no question, either, that 
he is violating an act of Congress. 

Mr. Hoover is 2 subordinate officia) of the De- 
partment of Justice. The Attorney General must, 
therefore, accept responsibillty for Mr. Hoover's 
extravagant talk and for his extra-legal action. It 
ly tine for the Attorney Gencral io excreise author. 
ty over a Bureay which has for far too long becn 
run by Mr. Hoover as though It were a sovereign 
principatity. 

Mr. Hoover has held his office for 30 years. Ha 
has discharged his duties with probity, efficlency 
and the highest dedleation to his country. His ree- 
ord is an admirable one, and Americans owe him 
great gratitude. But that gratitude cannot prop- 
erly be expressed by allowing him to abuse his ay. 
thority. That suthority, by reason of its nature 
and ils impact on civil liberty, must be forever sub- 
ject to restraint. Unhappily, Mr. Hoover has now 

nstrated t has been.in office too long. 
Hig retirement, when he reaches retirement age 


“on his 70th birthday, would be a contribution to 


his own high repute and to the welfare of the Bu 


west he hae dane en mich ta davelon. 
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SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. ATELD- 44 
POSSIBLE Ap ; >EARANCE BEFORE 
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rae ‘s | 

ye > + ‘You will recall that shortly after the Director's interview with the 
women n reporters, : ee erase 











da a persona riend of Fy. 


| erning a out that iain 
had been encouraged by Some members to invite King £0 


\e a in June next year at Miami Beach, About one half of 

embers objected, pointing out that it was their feeling 

Ao if Director Hoover had publicly identified King as a "notorious liar," there most _ 
certainly must be even worse derogatory information concerning him which onde 
make his appearance on the program questionable. You instructed SA 

furnish hc general facts relating to Kin 

this basis and without revealing the details and source, 

get the King matter tabled at that time. 
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yu tet Seg ee 


again soins az and advised that _ 
the matter has been brought up again. He pointed out that while he objects to ----~ 


j having King on the program and has made his position known, unless he js able 
to share the ee with a least 7 Soa 


it is unlikely extending 
ing an invitation... He would like for us to make the general facts relating to 


King similar to what we told him, known to 


| 0 
{! and cither whichever is available. @IEEENEBedvised 
that we may have explicit faith in the reliability and discreetness of these men 
and that he knows they would be eee fratgiul for the Bureau's ronsideration 
€P. 
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M, A. Jones to DeLoach Memo 
Re: Martin Luther King, Jr. 


This of course would be only brief oral statements concerning 


| | : | You will recall the Director earlier on 
a memorandum dated 11- 27- 64 dicanacaied the proposal of arranging for 


o listen to sources we have concerning this 








neater: 


Bufiles reflect no derogatory information concerning 
\ We have had friendly relations with Sa on very cordial relations with 
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RECOMMENDATION: 
That approval be granted that through arrangements 
v de made for nd eithe given the 
\* general facts relating to Kin n a discreet and confidential 
basis. 
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CITIZENS ANTICOMMUNIST COMMITTEE OF CONNECTICUT, AN 
ORGANIZATION KNOWN TO BUREAU, AFTES ADVISING STAMFORD POLICE 
DEPARTMENT OF INTENTION, DISTR{GUTED LECFLETS IN FRONT OF STAMFORD 

HIGH SCHOOL CHARGING KING WITH ATYincir¢ COULOIST PARTY TRAINING 
SCHOOL. NO INCIDENTS AROSE FROM THiS 2 SUSTECUION. KING MET PP 
AT KENNEDY AIRPORT, NEW YORK, DY ALTEC SSNErt TRIAO, OFEICIALI «| 
PITNEY = BOWES, INC,, STAMFORD, AND CHEST 80° ON, STAMFORD pe 
POLICE COMMISSIONER, © ALSO SIETING AIG AT 2°07 3.0 WAS BAYARD | 
' RUSTIN, NEGRO. CIVIL. RIGHTS LEADER AND Of ons 2 Lott wAME UNKNOWNS 
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SUBJECT: CIM , 
f MARTIN LUTHEX’XiNS, Jz. 
RACLAL MATTERS ae 


Re Cincinnati airtel to Luvreau c. 









Enclosed for cie Bureau are the oris:.t1 and ff 
three re e° a letterhead me-scrandum, co.ccreing cap- Y's 
tioned subject. ; 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


lease Refer to | /2 YEO 
Cincinnati, Ohio ee Pe, 
December 3, 1964 ° : : Lhd. 
F Ci. Mee t”*«*« oe 7 
DATE LP ia ua | 
Bh cn Bee 
RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, 6070 







On December 2, 1964 





enact. Ohio, 
“advised a Special Agent of the Federal Bure vs of Investi- 
gation that a two-man plainclothes detail fr: the Cincin- 
nati Police Department met Martin Luther King, Jr, at the 
Greater Cincinnati Airport on November 29, 964, at approxle- 
mately 7:00 A.M. He further advised that tnese two officers 
escorted Reverend King until his departure for Dayton, Ohto, 
by automobile, at 7:55 P.M. on November 29, 1964. 





Cincinnati Police He 
Department, advised a Special Agent of the Federal Bureau 

cf Investigation that he was assigned to a two-man detail 

on Sunday, November 29, 1964, This detail was responsible 

for escorting Martin Luther King during his stay in Cine 
cinnati,. ? 


advised that he met King at the Creater 
Cincinnati Airport and escorted him to the Netherland Plaza 
Hotel on Fifth Street in Cincinnati, and later to tne Zion 
Baptist Church, 630 Glenwood Street, Cincinnati, GChio, King 
preached at two church services, the 10:00 and 11:00 services 
and after the services, was escorted back to the Netherland 
Hotel, b Uy, 


King had advised that he .1s purposely 
avoiding any press conferences because report ‘sc ‘vould ask 
him embarrassing questions regarding his con-.roversy with _| 
FBI Director John Edgar Hoover. King also « .aved that he 
has no controversy with the Director and doe: rot want to 
become involved in any way. King further stave. that anyone 
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National States Rights Party (NSRP) , Dayton, Ohio, 


would be a i fo ol 
troversy with D 


to become involved = na pyre of con- 
irector Hoover, SW Lea 





Popes advised that King left the hotel at appro- bre) 
ximately 7:00 P.M. and the two-man detail escorted him to | 
the Cincinnati Corporation Limit and discontinued their 


Services at ane 7:55 PM. 


The automobile in which King wa 
a 


wefesnm bes 2 mint ateanw Darenvana Tan nah an 


traveling was 
driven DY & Minister, Reverend aL, Venci - Boo ch. Reverend 
King was accompanied in the automobile by Reve rend Andrew 


Young. 


aa=—z-. . sta tard that Vinw ATA nat leave Ci emandanaet i; mf, | 
oa ~ COLO Lil NGAI MAM AY SACO VAIL b f C )} 
until approximately 8:00 and was due for a speech in Dayton 


at 8:00 the same date, 


C2 
I who has furnished bC) 


reliable information in the past, — that Doctor Martin 
Luther King and Reverend Andrew Young, 334 Auburn Avenue, 


Atlanta, Georgia, registered for two rooms in the Netherland 
Plaza Hotel on November 29, 1964. The registration card 


Shows that these two men are representing the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC). 





Source advised that the reservation was made at 
8:14 A.M, and the room was cleared at 7:00 P.M,, November 
29, 1964, The registration card shows that the charge for 
the room was paid by the Zion Baptist Church, 630 Glenwood 
Street, Cincinnati, Ohio. 


C 








by 
the 

picketed 

in front of the University of Dayton Field House, where 

Martin Luther King spoke. There were no law enforcement 

officers at the Field House and the picketing took place 

from 7:00 P.M, to 8:00 P.M, 


that on Novenber 29, 1964, eleven members o 


‘The characterization of 


o 
Party (NSRP) appears in attached 


2 


enn on renner ~ -- - 


f 
\ 


The NSRP members carried signs protesting civil 
rights and integration. Some signs allege? that Martin 
Luther King belongs to sixty conmunisg gePanizations and 
attended schools for communists, ae 







According to the source, the picketing was peace- 
ful and no incident was reported, 


Source utilized in attached appendix has furnished 
reliable information in the rast. 
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NATIONAL otis RIGHTS PARTY 


On November 26, 19°7, a source advised that the 
United White Party (UWP ) was organized at a convention held 
in Knoxville, Tennessee, on November 10, 1957. An article 
in the November 26, 1957, issue of the "Greenville Piedmont,' 
a newspaper of Greenville, South Carolina, reported "the 
recent formation of a new political party, to be known as 
the United White Party." According to the article, the 
party was formed at a recently held meeting in Knoxville, 
Tennessee, at which many Klansmen were represented. The 
UWP was reported as being opposed to all "race mixing 
organizations and individuals." | 


The July, 1958, issue of "The Thunderbolt," self- 
described as the "official Racial Nationalist Organ of the 
National States Rights Party" (NSRP), reported that rank 
and file "States Righters" had merged with the UWP under 
"the banner of the National States Rights Party," with 
national offices at Post Office Box 3e 1. Jeffersonville, 
Indiana. 


In November, 1958, a source advised shat the NSRP 
is composed of past members of klan-type organizations and 
notorious anti-Semites. 


Issue Number 19, dated June, 1969, "The Thunderbolt," 
announced the address of the headquarters or the NSRP had been 
changed from Jeffersonville, Indiana, to Pcst Office Box 783, 
Birmingham, Alabama. 


Issue Number 60, dated July-August, 1964, reflects 
the mailing address of the NSRP is still Post Office Box 
783, Birmingham, Alabama. 

On September 21, 1964, a source advised that EDWARD 
R. FIELDS, the Information Director of the NSRP and Editor 
of "The Thunderbolt", is the individual who "runs the NSRP." 


"Phe Thunderbolt” continues to publish articles 
attacking Negroes and persons of the Jewish faith. 
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TAH TARTA T STA 
NATIONAL STA 


On August 17, 1964, a source advised that a National 
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Ohio, area, with headquarters located at 224 Oak Street, Dayton, 
Ohio. Source stated this group has an active membership of 
approximately twenty-five persons, 


Source stated this group is affiliated with the 


parent NSRP organization which has its nationai headquarters 
at Birmingham, Alabama, 
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Your letter of December 9th has been received. 


Although I would like to be of service, information 
contained in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential 
Eos os in accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is 
available for official use only. In view of this, Iam sure you will 
understand why I cannot comment concerning the individual about 
whom you inquired. 








WRILES Sincerely yours, “ 
- &S 
DEC 121964 ee a. oe 
——LOMMFB) | tat ae 


NOTE: Bufiles. contain no information identifiable with sper esppndent 
‘and Martin Luther King is well known to the Bureau. 
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TRUE COPY 
F.B.I, 
Wash. D. C. 
Dear Sirs: 
I wonder if you can tell me 

what Communist 
0k Martin eee was schooled. I was told he went 
oa Communist school in Russia but would like to get right 


facts fron F.B.I. 


Thank you 
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December 17, 1964 
BY LIAISON 


e Belmont 

« Mohr 

« DeLoach 

Honorable Bill D. Moyers Rosen 
Special Assistant to the President 

| Washington, D. C, 
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Dear Mr. Moyers: 


I thought that the President would be interested 
in the following information which has been furnished by 
confidential sources of this Bureau who have supplied 
reliable information in the past, ¢/ : 


| On December 16, 1964, ee Rustin suggested 

to Harry Wachtel that Martin Luther King, Jr,., should ask 
President Johnson to drop hii off in Atlanta, Georgia, when. a 
the President is en route to Texas after King visits with. = 
the President on Friday, Rustin and Wachtel are frequent “8 
advisors of King, Rustin is a former member of the Young ~~ 
Communist League, which has been designated as subversive ~ 
pursuant to Executive Order 10450, Wachtel is Executive: oe \ 
Vice President of the Gandhi Society for Human Rights, £ 







fund-raising adjunct of the Southern Christian Leadership N =” 
Conference, which Conference is headed by Kin 2 
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BECRED 


Honorable Bill D. Moyers 
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This information is also being furnished to the 
Acting Attorney General and other officials of the 
Department of Justice, ; { 


Sincerely yours, 


NOTE: 
See memorandum Baumgardner to W, C, Suilivan dated 

12/17/64, captioned "Martin Luther King, Jr., Security Matter - 

C," SFP:pah, (/ | 


Classified “Secret” as the information is from 
a sensitive source relative to the racial field, 

who is of continuing value, The unauthorized disclosure 
of this information could endanger the source's security 
and possibly do damage to the Nation's defense interests. 4/ 
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BEENARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL. 
(U.S.D.C., D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMEER 76-1165 


SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) 
UV: CLARENCE Fy KOLUny ET AL (.S.0.Cey DeC oD 
CIVIL ACLLON NUMBER 76-1186 


Serial Cal pulled from this file under court order of 
U.S. District Judge John Lewis Smith, Jr., and sent to 
National Archives. 
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BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL. 
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SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) 
V. CLARENCE i, KELLEY, EL AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 


Serial] (0 pulled from this file under court order of 
U.S. District Judce John Lewis Smith, Jr., and sent to 
National Arcl:ives. 
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SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADEASNIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) 
Vie CLARENCE... SL LEY». El AL (UeS.DsCee DeGe) 
CIVIL ACLION NUMBER 76-1186 


Serial d/] pulled from this file under court order of 
U.S. District Judge John Lewis Smith, Jr., and sent to 
National arcnives, 
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J Memorandum 
TO Mr. Mol DATE: Decemb r 7, 1964 
so l a: 
FROM - C. D. DeLoach v. : 
oO 
SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING 


DISSEMINATION OF MONOGRAPH 





Ti weston, a 
é tLe ere. 
COb PO) <a eee 
Callehon -...,. 
Conrmd oy. we 


Evans 


Galé 
Agee 
re #aullivan 
LOG, 


viel: 22st es 
' Trotter 2. 





Nh i a wi 


Bill Moyers, Special Assistant to the President, called me on Friday, 4 
12/4/64, to indicate that he and the President had read the Director s letter in —_— 
with possible dissemination of captioned monograph. He stated it was both his and the 
President's opinion that the FBI should disseminate this monograph if it was felt that 
dissemination youre be in the best interest of inet nat Security. 


d LA NTT. a tha at mnAnn tha NMrwenwimotan mare he AMAA ee a + 


1 
O0iG NiOyers that unaer ine Circumstances ne appeared to 


T + 
that we should - ahead and disseminate. He answered in the affirmative. 
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1 ~ Mr. Belmont ADDENDUM, 12/7/64 —- Attached are 
1~ Mr. Sullivan appropriate letters, disseminating 
. this monograph to appropriate government 
1- Mr. Jones officials. 
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| \ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
Memorandum 
TO Mr. money ene DATE: 
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FROM C. D. DeLoach 
Co) 
SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING 


le 
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Following is a transcript of the brief statement which the Reverend 


4h Wis ww AULY FU 4 WEEDS 


Martin Luther King made to newsmen immediately after aaa the Director's Office 


this afternoon. While this is not a verbatim account of the statement, it is as near 
accurate as possible: 


Ta, 


[dem / 


I am pleased I had the opportunity to meet with Mr. Hoover 
this afternoon and I might say the discussion was quite amicable, [J 
sought to make it clear to Mr. Hoover that the plight of Negroes in 


= Oli 
the South is such that there must not be any misunderstanding between :~ ow : 
the FBI and civil rights leaders but must be a determination to defend e3 203, N 
; C*Z >- ® 
the rights of all. in CS e 
ce ee ONY 
i 
We talked specifically about those areas where SCLC willbe '= © > 
working in the months ahead. We discussed areas where there will «=== 
be strong resistance to the implementation of the civil rights bill, a (42 > 
We made it clear that we found our most difficult problems in Alabama i, —: X 
and Mississippi and in these communities there are areas where we *= {Ti 1: 
see a great deal of potential and sometimes actual terror. aes 
ied 


oe 4] 


I sincerely hope we can forget the confusion of the past and get 
on with the job the Congress, the Supreme Court and the President 
have outlined as America's most crucial problem; namely, the job of 
giving and providing security and justice to all the people in the world. 


1# 
_f 


NBC's Russ Ward and one of the NBC men equipped with a tape recorder 
followed’ ‘King down the hall and on through the courtyard where his car was parked. 
According to the NBC technician, King was talking with them all the time. He said that 

sr expressed "the usual pratter" and the only statement of any consequence was 


something to the effect that arrests in the Mississippi murder case could be expected 
within the next few days. 
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December 16, 1964 
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Your letter of December 10th has been 
received. 


Although I would like to be of service, information 
contained in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential 
in accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and 





is available for official use only. In view of this, Iam sure you aa 
will understand why I cannot comment concerning the individuals. =~, 
about whom you inquired. a 7 s 
Iam enclosing some material which Ihope you -..= & 
will find of interest. = 
MAILED 6 — o> 
Sincerely yours, = 
DEC 1 61964 
COMNM.¢B! 8. Edgar Hooves 
5 “TUE i 


Enclosures (5) 

Counterintelligence Activities 

The U.S, Businessman Faces the Soviet Spy 
Why Reds Make Friends With Businessman 
Let's Fight Communism Sanely! ,., , a 
Our Heritage of Greatness fore. % a ean) 
NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 
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RENO, NEVADA 
Dec. 10 th.,1L964, 





YaDoRAL BUREAU OF INVASTIGATION 
washington, DL. C. , 


Dear Sirs: 








it has been stated in press reports that 
¢ 
‘Ss 


) 
Martin Luther Kins, hor Wilkins and lr, Farmer, who 





are negro leaders in the movement for their claim to 


Z "rights! and equal treatment, that these men spent 

f 

( time in b.oscow and were indoctrinated with Com:unist 
- “i 


‘ee methods and means of obtaining their desired ends. 


atthe sks Could your office inform me 4f this tg 


7 


substantielly correct, as I am inclined to believe 
ee it is. dhenk you for any information wich you may 
think is pertinant. 


) Respecftlly, 
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Memorandum 


Director, 


FBI (100-106670) DATE: 


12/11/64 


@ (Legat, Rome (100-1179) (RUC) 


MARTIN LUTHER Ce JR. 
SM -C 


ReRomelet dated 10/27/64, S} I 
Since the date of referenced letter, no additional () 
pertinent information has been received. Nt 
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; erry Hill, New Jersey 
OC) Dear 


Your letter of December 7th has been received. 





While I would like to be of assistance to you, we 


do not have available for distribution material of the nature 
which you requested. 


Iam, however, enclosing sone other literatur? 
which I hope you will find of interest. 


Sincerely yours, 
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RE: BERNARD S,. LEE V. CLARENCE MN. KELLEY, ET AL. 
(U.S.D.C., D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMEER 76=1).85 


SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADEASHIP CONFERENCE (SCI.C) 
Ve CLAnanCe tie heLLey,s EY AL CUsS.0.G.,4. Dec.) 
CIVIL ACTION NUMSER 76-1186 


serial G/Z pulled from this file under court order of 
U.S. District Jucse John Lewis Smith, Jr., and sent to 
National Archives. 
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SAC, Atlanta (100~5586) 


Ns 
Director, FBI (100-106670) x ws 
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MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. WY \F (92 
SECURITY MATTER ~ € wee 

oF 


Reurairtel 12/11/64 which forwarded a letterhead 


“memorandum of same date. The letterhead memorandum reported 


that on 12/8/64 Edwina Smith, secretary in the Atlanta, 

Georgia, office of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 
conferred with an unknown female concerning preparations for a 
homeconing party for Martin Luther King, Jr. Smith said that 
she and Mrs. Helen Bullard (phonetic) were working together 

on this matter. Mra. Bullard was described as a former 
employee in the office of Mayor Ivan Allen of Atlanta, 


On the basis of the limited information contained Ma 
in the letterhead memorandum concerning the Mrs. Belen | 
Bullard (phonetic), the following is noted from Bufiles; | 





ms y our letter to the Bureau 4/5/53, 
" your file 65-1352, whic 


contained information alleging that a Helen Bullard of Atlanta 
waS a communist. New York report of 3/6/53 
in the matter {copy not indicat or anta) has a 
reference to a Helen Bullard, 133 10th Street, Atlanta, who 
had reportedly been in contact with@ggg> in 1952. 





It would, of course, be significant to the Bureau's 
interest in King if it were determined that any individual 
presently performing a service on behalf of King is a present 
or former communist. You are, therefore, instructed to make 
appropriate discreet inquiry to identify the Helen Bullard ; 
who is reported to be a former employee of the Mayor's Office 
ahd determine whether or not she is a present .or former 
communist, 
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SECUITY BATTER = Go aE DMV EY SAYS Morir 


Director, FBI (100~106670) 
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a errr 12/11/64 and your telephons call te 


+z / the Bureau 12/12/64 


For your information former SAC Arthur Cornelius, dr., 
has been contacted directlyby the Bureau and it will therefore 
be unnecessary for you to make any contact with him relative 
to the matter discussed in reairtel, 


: \.. : ~ You should return to the Bureau the memorandun | 
zz containing sensitive information concerning subject which a 
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was forwarded to you by reairitel. 
ee , oss i x CONTAINED 
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a NOTE: | . 


- Reairtel itwuiied SAC Bailey to contact ce 
Cornelius. Bailey phoned the Bureau to say that Cornelius | 
was in Florida, Cornelius subsequently telephonically 
contacted by Assistant Director Sullivan and the necessary 
action taken. Bailey was instructed in reairtel t % return 
to the Bureau a memorandum which he was to use for oral 
briefing purposes which memorandum is of no further need 


to Bailey. 
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TO DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) DATE: 12/16/64 
~—weweng FROM; Aen. SAC, ATLANTA (100-5586) (P) 
| ere MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
4 my oe rd SM-C 
z Re Bureau letter to Atlanta dated 12/10/64 requesting 
certain corrections be made in Atlanta's report in captioned 
matter which was dated 11/23/64. 

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are four copies 
and for New York one copy of the following amended pages to 
be inserted in the above report: 

_ Cover Page B 
| Cover Page D 
ets FD 204 
. Page 5 
~~ Page 7 
TG Page 35 nae ge 
‘ Page 36 ee 
Page 41 edt { d { } 3 
We Page 43 gn “f é ¢ : 
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HERCIN 1S UNCLASSIFIED Date: 12/10/64 
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in plain text or code) 

Vio AIRTEL __ | 
(Priority or Method of Mailing) 
| TO; DIRECTOR, FBI (100-442529) PERSONAL 


| A 


| FROM: La Ye MEMPHIS (100-4070) 


LIVISTON 


| SUBJECT: COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN 
RACIAL ‘iATTERS an 
INTERNAL SECURITY —- 
ff ereeeeee herewit-. for the Bureau ire 
t ‘anda ds: :2d 12/10/64 captioned as above 
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letterhead memorandum, 
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Sources one and two list 
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In view of the delicate nature of the sources 
and the nature of the information furnished, UACB no 
dissemination is being made by the Memphis Division. 


The enclosed letterhead memorandum is being 


c “oe. 8 DO OUTER” OC FAL” “ROUP 1, because the unauthorized 
4a. : i, seriously jeopardize future 
‘n mature and could also 
ai. e J 4  jureau’s interest in 
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RE: COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS 
INTERNAL SECURITY ~- C€ 
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e Federal Bureau o 





*“ vocal, highly organized minority group within 
; ¢ t 4° 


he “ion “og of “e F-tional Association for 
7Ce : - “am \ 4s attempting to 
| * fror ‘ts current 
emitB ad y J 3s Execu-.ive Secretary 
. Roy Wi.  |j.and th majo. vy of ac, Natwonal Boa-d of 
é Directors. The Sources pointed out that a dissiient group ‘ 
es throughout the country representing a vocal NAACP majority, 
+¥ primarily made up of young people, feel that this organization 
gow is not sufficientiy militant and aggressive in attempting to 
=< obtain complete desegregatior. in all walks of life and that: 


¢ f 


this group, referred to by the conservatives as the 

"Young Turks," will try to gain csntrol of the Board of 
Directors at the next annual election of officers. 

Aaron Henry, Clarksdale, Mississippi, Negro druzz.st, who 
holds the dual title of Mississippi State NAACP Pre: dent, 
as well as an Executive Board position in Martin Lutner 
King, Jr.'s SCLC, has apparently aligned himself with this 
TORS cnn group. 
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RE: COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS 


*- Charles Evers, Mississippi State Field Secretary 
of the NAACP and brother of the assassinated Medgar Evers, 
is opposing the efforts of Henry and is siding with 

Roy Wilkins and the conservative leadership. Evers and his 
followers have opposed further NAACP participation in the. 
Mississippi Summer Project, sponsored by the Council of 
Federated Organizations (COr0O), fearing ~hat young ir- 
responsible elements of Nezroes and whites, possibly 


influenced by subversives, are rapidly gaining control 
of this group, and he has feared the influence in this 


young group of King's SCIC and the Student Nonviolent 
Coordinating Committee (SNCC), whose National Chairman is 


John Lewis. 


Aaron Henry, on the other hand, is apparently 
backing the Martin Luther King, Jr., and SNCC group. - 
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eeener eee — 
T DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) 
FROM: SAC, CHARLOTTE (100-10028) 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
SM-C 





Au! 
os e ReBulet to Charlotte 12/1/64; Atlanta airtel h 
‘. ; to Bureau entitled "CIRM: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., RACIAL 


pi, MATTERS," 11/10/64. 

eran 2 f Enclosed for the Bureau are 9 copies of LHM 
Ne ale captioned "MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR." Three copies 
rg i 4 are being furnished Atlanta. 









The i stigati set forth in the LHM was - 
conducted by $/ iiiiilimmiae 1 7c 7 


No nee eon was obtained through public 


sources about BERNARD LEE, Ya 
Sued | 0 @)- Bureau (Eng sacigiaenoben etnlejeiiewasdbeesnanniconians Rokeaes 
| 3 - Atlanta 6670-A) (RM) : 


9 - 157- -4OO MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.) 
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RHP: jnr ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
(5) HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED = 
DATE fe. -30 BY S Pte in 
AGENCY: ae OSESIC. SER. REC. 28 
fw rumen 100 < Wb si 
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Special Agent in Charge 


Sent _ gs er 


UNITZ \ STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUS* ICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIU 


Charlotte, North Carolina _ 
In ay Please Refer to December 10, 1964 
File No. | es 





RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 


b 7(D) 
Gis ee a an said that it had 
Deen SteenCMEetnee reverend MARTIN LUTHER KIN > JR. was scheduled 
to speak at the North Carolina College and at Duke University, 
Durham, North Carolina, on November 13, 1964, He was in Durham, 

North Maat upon the invitation of the-Southern Political | 

_ sSgience SSSoGa » an established organization OF tne-wirvetsi ties 

Le BEAD scholarly research. 
The November 14, 1964, issue of the "Durham Morning 

Herald", a daily newspaper of Durham, North Carolina, carried 

articles reporting excerpts from speeches made by Dr. KING. 

An article reported that KING had told his Duke University 

audience that new and broader goals of the civil rights movement 

would lead to greater emphasis on political action and a. 

corresponding de-emphasis of demonstrations. There were three | 
areas requiring political reform and political action: jobs, or 

equal employment opportunities; elimination of slums, or better 

housing for Negroes; and quality integrated schools. 

































Concerning demonstrations specifically, KING was reported 
to have said that time-honored tactics and strategies that have 
\but ta well will continue and might include even civil disobedience; 
\put tactics were to be used only 60 _ Long as they are effective. 
Vs must continually be subjected to review, analysis and | 






‘“ ~ 
oe 


nvestigation, and must be modified to, meet changing needs or goals. 


ea. scampi dy oi 


, He warned against the use of violence or disorder in ! 
= os discontent. "No citizerilhas the right to engage in 
a \\ joting, or in civil disorder, no matter how grave his grievances." | 


st RP BM aaa * 3. ie 


KING was in Durham November 13 and 14, 1964. | 


ALL WiFOR ATION CONTAINED Se ee 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED Poco n 

DATE 12-4-Ra BY SPUN tte “ * | 
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of 


the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your 
agency; it and its COneeues are not to be distributed outside 


your agency. 
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RE: ' BERNARD S, LEE V. CLARENCE M, KELLEY, ET AL. 
(U.S.D.C, D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NULIBER 76-1185 


SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSRIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) 
V. CLARENCE HW, KLLVEY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C. 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 





Unrecorded serial dated /2 3/6 [ef wsrrec from this file 
under court order of U.S. District Judge John Lewis 
Smith, Jr., and sent to National Archives. 
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ALL INFORMATION COWDEN 
| HEREIN IS UNC 


a areal i a oa 














ae [be r 5 
“>. Dear Gia ee nse 
oe | mE a 
: Your letter of November 26th has been brought = @ 
‘to my attention upon my return. ue = 
K. | = 
©: In response to your inquiry, I must point out = 










that information contained in the files of the FBI is confidential 
and available only for officlal use, pursuant to regulations of 


the Department of Justice. I know you will understand my 
inability to be of aid. 
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J MAILED 6 : © ~ 
4 eM —. COMM-FBt f Edgar Hoover a e w 
‘ee = 4 cy “oO 
a ae — 
men °,5, @- savannah (94-167) ans 
= = 4 ReBuairtel 12-3-64 and Savannah airtel 12-71-64. r 
FE é. NOTE: Correspondent was not identifiable in Bufiles and since 
oo he implied he was contacted by FBI Agents after he wrote to () 
ae by Senator Herman Talmadge regarding possible relatives of 
* ) Martin Luther King, he was sent an in-absence reply and the 
bo Savannah Office was instructed to submit a summary of 
f A ae information appearing ip its files regardin . Savannah b 7(¢ y 
e Tee airtel 12-7-64 reflec as not been interviewed by FBI 
seep baa Agents and it was furteereflected he is 86 years of age, suffering 
ee eee from incurable cancer and is semi-senile. His only question is 
eo that he would like information as to where Martin Luther King “, kes 
ce , nd his father were raised. A, : 
ae to ag tf 
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Trotter 2 ie 
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: 1 * ~*~ 
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Transmit the following in ee eo ie aaa 
: “(Type in ple in plain | text or code) 


RANT I ff AVNED 
_ AIRTEL AIR MATE ~~ A Ne OR. ALO 0 sla 
Be gee ae eee tae ee ee aad | JEREIN IS UCU AS pil S PLS Px 
TO : DIRECTOR, FBI DATE 12- 7 a 


FROM : SAC, SAVANNAH (94-167) (RUC) + Othe 


ise We 
SDUM, GEORGIA / Oo Fina 
RESEARCH (CORRESPONDENCE AND TOURS) 






Re Bureau airtel to Savannah, 12/3/64. 







Files of the mr ee Ca contain a letter dated 
—_ ce a Jesup, Ga., requesting 
investigation in Jesup relative to n erstate Transportation of 
Stolen Cattle. Contents of letter reflect no violation and no 
investigation conducted. 






) y (764 na | ee eee 
is a life time resident of Wayne aes. ‘He is 86 years of age 
and is suffering from incurable cancer and is semi-sentile, 






He is the grandfather of 
elected to the Georgia State Senate from 







P| has never been contacted by Agents of the Savanna 
Office. : 


It is recommended that the Bureau acknowledge receipt 
of this communication from 


‘3)- Bureau 
- Savannah i fe. <j / OO L066 L Jo -f 
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RE: " BERNARD S, LEE V, CLARENCE M, KELLEY, ET AL. 
(U.S.D.C, D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185 


SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) 
V. CLARENCE HM. KiLUEY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION NUiGER 76-1186 


Unrecorded serial dated /2. 3/4 pulled from this file 
under court order of U.S. District Judge John Lewis 
Smith, Jr., and sent to National Archives. : 
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RE: ' BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL. 
(U.S.D.C, D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NULBER 761185 


SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) 
V. CLARENCE NM. RELLEY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 


Unrecorded serial ssrea /2/ ally pulled from this file 
under court order of U.S itrtrict Judge John Lewis 
Smith, Jr., and sent to National Archives. 
































THIS ARTICLE STATES IN PART THAT DR, KING 'S VISITING 





, ve 1025-64) ~“ ° to" 
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7 ee PMB se f en a 
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# ~~ =? 4 Ff. ae iF ‘Or nei ee =\ 
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gm freee ececsee ALL INFORMATION coTAINED en a 
Be a -ok wap HEREIN IS Me Be * — 
eo 10:38 PM URGENT 11-2 64 WRENATE Jo g-q) BYSP4A wag 8 
a . TO DIRC1OR AND NEW YORK boy an” So ewe Ay 
- os NEW YORK VIA WASHINGTON - ENCODED 7 A *) 
a. ! FROM NEW HAVEN 282350 > 
Eek. __ y 
aan ON cree Comm unnsr Fee hvelntc® tal FCA A PEOPMTT ~ 
ms dN a , % 
yD RE NEW HAVEN TELETYPE TO BUREAU AND NEW YORK, — 
NOVEMSER 28 INSTANT AND ATLANTA TELETYPE TO BUREAU AND 
NEW YORK, NOVEMBER 27 LAST. £B 
FOR INFORMATION OF BUREAU AND INTERESTED OFFICES, NOVEMBER 23’ # 
INSTANT EDITION OF “STAMFORD ADVOCATE DAILY NEWSPAPER, | levee vite 
STAMFORD, CONNECTICUT, PAGES ONE AND ELEVEN, ere ae Lt 8 
CAPTIONED " SPEAKERS NAMED IN TRIBUTE HELD TO MARTi ” KING." a 
cs 
ie 


ae 


STAMFORD EN ROUTE TO ACCEPT 1964 NOBEL PEACE PRIZD. KING | | 
EXPECTED TO TALK ABOUT "{MPLEMENTATION OF THE Civic RIGHTS LAW 
AND OTHER HUMAN PROBLEMS." ANTICIPATED AU: =NCE 1500 TO 2000. 
KING WILL BE INTRODUCED BY REV AIYATT ITE YALKER OF WHITE 
PLAINS, NEW YORK. REV. ANOREW YOUNG OF “ATLA!TA, SXECUTIVE 
ASSISTANT TO DR, KING WILL GIVE A "REPORT FRO THE SOUTH." 
OTHER SPEAKERS WILL BE REV. RICHARD A. BATTLSS, PASTOR, ; 
ty 
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Gandy cheer, 
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PAGE TWO FROM NEW HAVEN 252350 


AIRPORT AND ESCORTED TO STA 4FORD BY Wat -tER Wh TEELER, THIRD, 
PITNEY-BOWES EXECUTIVE, AND CHESTE ~R ADD a. city POLICE 
COMMISSIONER OF STAMFORO. MEETING IS SPONSORED BY LOCAL 
RELIGIOUS AND COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS, UNDER CO-CHAITRMANSHIP 
OF REV, CHARLES J. SARGENT, JR., ANQ REV, RAFE TAYLOR. 


S 
‘ 
BNI TNC OSA TLON OF “Rime adn RA‘ Orrsrt te Catrminiren 
rN ENE OAs tirWn We BUAEAU, AYVWIOV.Y Lo EWNVWlLiNEGAN © 


ge «EP Re 
ewes te ee, “ weed 


YP 
AND IS OWNER OF A CHEMICAL COMPANY IN CONNECTICUT. NEITHER 


ARTICLE STATES "DR, KING WILL BE MET AT KENNEDY od 
7 

4 
ADDISON wOR WHEELER ARE KNOWN BY ESTABLISHED SOURCES TO HAVE | 


EVER BEEN KNOWN AS AL. 

REFERENCED ATLANTA TELETYPE MAKES REFERENCE TO JACK AND | 
AL PICKING UP KING AT KENNESY AIRPORT. FOR INFORMATION OF 
BUREAU, NEW YORK, ANN ATLANTA, CONSIDERATION SHOULD BE GIVEN TO 


rer ¥ =_- a 


POSSIBILITY THAT JACK 1S JACKIE ROBINSON, FORMER DOUGER BASEBALL 
PLAYER, ANy THAT AL 1S POSSIBLY ALFREU BAKER LEWIS, IN THIS _ 
REGARD, IT 1S NOTED JACKIE ROBINSON CURRENTLY RESIDES STAMFORD, 
CONNECTICUT, AND 1S KNOWN TO BE ACTIVE AND IS THE rOREFRONT OF 
CIVIL RIGHTS ACTIVITIES, SEE NW HAVEN AIRTEL *O BUREAU, 

OCTOBER 16, 1963, ENTITLED COMINFIL, NAACP” BUFILE 61-2176. 

Se CONCERNING ALFRED BAKER LEWIS, IT 1S NOTED HE CURRENTLY 
i. RESIDES 162 SHORE ROAD, OLD GREENWICH, CONNECTICUT, WHICH ADJOINS 
7 STAMFORD AND COULD BE REFERRED TO AS STAMFORS. LEWIS ALSO IS 
dfs. 





ACTIVE IN CIVIL RIGHTS MATTERS. SUREAU SEE :*. HAVEN AIRTEL TO 
BUREAU, OCTOBER 17, 1963, ENTITLED COMINFIL, NAACP, BUFILE 61-31 
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if the intelligence contained in the ahove message ts to be dissemincitcd outsid. ihe Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitubl, 
paraphrased in order to protect the Rureau’s cryptographic syatems, 
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BEEN CRItICAL Or FBI, 


RESEARCH CRIME RECORDS, 

NEW HAVEN CONDUCTING NO 
BUREAU AND 
_ ATLANTA ADVISED AIRMAIL. 


. oa 
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RECEIVED: 11:04 PM RDR 
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If the intelligence contained tn the above me &8aze tg to be «i! 


paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau's cryptographic sv; 


FILES OF NEW HAVEN OFFICE CONTAIN CASE CELE REGARDING 
BAKER LEW!S WHICH REFLECTS LEWIS HAS, AS RICEMILY AS 19564, 
AS WELL AS DIRECTOR HOOVER. 
SEE FILE ENTITLED ALFREU mn CRITICHSH OF FBI, 
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RE: ' BERNARD S$, LEE V. CLARENCE M, KELLEY, ET AL. 
(U.S.D.C, D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185 


SOUTUERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) 
V.<CLARENCE Me. KLLUBY , EX AL: -(U.sS.DsG..,: Di Ce) 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 


Unrecorded serial aacea Jaf [ed pulled from this file 
under court order of U.S. District Judge John Lewis 
Smith, Jr., and sent to Wationai Archives. : 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 
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Frelosed are seven copies of a letterhead memorandum, 
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FEDERAL BLISNAU OF INVESTIGATION 





In Reviv, Dcase Refer to 
File a a. 


New York, New York 
November 24, 1964 
Bureau 100-442529 


Re: Communist Influence In Racial Matters 
Internal Security - © 


A confidential source, who has furnisenr<ed reliable 
4nformation in the past, furnished information on November 2l, 
1964, disvlosing that Stantey Levison and Clarence Jones were 
in contact. on that Gate>  Levison took the opportunity to state 
that he had received a letter from A. J. Muste (a Socialist 
Pacifist) on the stationery of the Fellowship of 
Reconciliation, in which he extolled the many concr’ sutions 
of Bayard Rustin to the civil rights movement and hus 
commitment to non-violence. Muste, according on — ons 





then solicited money cn behalf of Rustin, to Ye usec Zo pay 
his exvenses so that he can accompany iartvir. . am ae a 
President of the Southern Christian Leaders*ip Conf. :2ace) 


SCLC), to Osic, Norway, in December, 1904, to rece: . the 
Nobel Peace Prize, 


Levison raised the question as to why Kine ied not 


~"""" agreed to pay Rustin's exnenses, Since he asked him Coe ore ene 
accompany him on the trip. He seid Muste had a vercted to 









eT cover such a question by stating tat Cine had Geeede a to 

| contribute all the award money to the SCLC, tncrerore, no 

oe travel expenses, wlll be paid out of the awerc ppeant King's 
Sa! : and his wife. 

i. ‘ 

Fe 1 This Cocument contains neither recomend: cioms 

aro | nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the prev eruy 
BY of the FBI and is loaned to vour agency; it :ad 

“a its contents are not to be Gisvributed outliice 

: your agency. 
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Communist Influence In Racial Matters 


In continuing his questions about the letter, 
Levison asked Jones whv King had not written the letter 
rather than Muste. According to the scurce, Jones offered 
no comment. YW 


Levison said he had two thoushts in regard to the 
letter: "Firet, it is a terrible thing to be doing and 
secondly, he wondered 4f Martin (King) knows about this. 


Acccvatg to the source, Levison remarked that he 
could tell from tie eae con ogy and the way the whole- thing 
(the oe was presente? .& was all Pustints design, and 
said he ‘nought it would bs good for Jones to advise King- 


about the Jetter, Jones said “they” shoauild then write 


WV haw 


comments on the letter and ‘send them dotn to King, ~ Levison 
stated that on the other hand, he felt that he should send 
a modest check, because he thought that in the f:rbure “this 
will loom large on the question of who befricrusd him 
(Rustin) and who is trying to cut him dom. 


Levison said he felt that if Rustin i:ad asked a 
Tew people to give him the money, he could h..*°a made a case, 


fF $m Ew. that 4, atinA Biretadwn ta santr Kim ¢a 
But vO aie wlavy Aang Meeaea SUuUsSeiN vo At COLvipany mim vs 


handle arrangements, but could not afford to pay his way, 
was ridiculous, Levison remarked, He said if Kins desired.. 
to raise the money, he could easily do it by sending out 


ten letters asking for $100 each. It is wrong, Levison said, = = 


for Muste to send out an appeal in Rustin's behalf, .cding 
that he was of the impression that Rustin had been to_= by 

that he could handle his own arrangements, thersfrsre, 
re (Ruspin) would have to raise his own money if he wanved 


vv Be 
a According to the source, among other things discuss 

‘ :py Levison and Jones was what Levison deseribed as the 

; | "off the record remarks thet Hoover (J. Edgar Hoover, Federal 
: oe of Investigation Director) made in 'The New Yeo. Times? 
a of November 19, 1964", Jones said he felt that Hoover's 
ti response was "not merely confined to that narrow issue 
7 involved" and that the _nevispaper re sport confirmed itv. Levison 
es that was just what he had en 
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Communist Influence In Racial Matters 


In concluding their contact, Jones agreed to meet 
with Levison at Levison's house on Monéay (November 23, 1964), 
at 8:30 PM. According to the source, vhey said they could 
discuss many things on their minds 


On Monday, November 23, 1964,at 8:36 PM, Special 
Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation observed 
Clarence Jones enter the avartment house of 585 West End Avenue, 
New York, New York. This is the house -n which Stanley 
Levison resicces. ¢/ 


With rezgerd to the articie in "The New York 
Times" of Novemk?22> 19, 1964, it reported 
chat FBI Directcs J. Edgar Hoover held a 
three hour news conference on 11/18/64, 
during which time he considercd mary topics. Z/ 
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Influence In Racial Matters 


In "The Saturdsny Nvening Post", issue of July li- 
18, 196h, page 76, Bayard austin is the subject 
of a feature article erptioned: "The Lone Wolf 
of Civil Ri:hts", In it, #ustin is seid to 

have comc to New York in 1938, as an Sader 
for the Younp Communist League (xt and as 
such, he hod the job of reeruitin: at ucents for 


the "Party", Furthermore, the as vacce reports 
that aurini: hic fT4 net werane fn Ne” ‘FT~rale trig & fin 


a alt, 4izoi Ads wt avvta a 42a at whe fu J a BRA OA 
give most of his carnings to tac "party, He 
reportedly left the "Party" in 1941, the article 
states, 


ent 


The YCL has veen acesignated pursuant to 
Exccutive Order 10450. 


The "Daily Worker", February 11, 19 
+ 


co] iuMmH @ nmannanton FAnke Rawanda nu at 
Mesh Ey PEDO veg via saryalu Law 


eecrctary, War kResisters Leayuc, we 
at the 1l&éth National Convention of the 

Communist Party, United States of Ancrica 

(CP, USA), held in Hew. York City, On = es ere Se eens 
February 9-12, 1957. 7 


The “Daily Vorker" was an Eest Coast Conmunist 
publication until it ceused puoitiestion on 


January 13. 1958 
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reliasle information in the pust, advised on 
Fobruary 19, 20, 1964, that oOnyard Rustin 

contacted senjamin J, Davis on those sates CY 
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Communist Influcnee In Racial tiattors 


end sou;ht his ecdvice as to tow he coulc cscape 
from 4 spcaking cnpugement to which he wes 
committcd, On the Llattcr contact, Usvis told 
Rustin that he was working on his requcst and 
had contacted [rtends who had contacts with the 
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"Tho New York Times", August 2h, 196, paue 27, 


rnalainn fs MmeonaAante set ae eas Aaa J ‘Mmriem. 
CO .Udif) iy LCT atl Zl oe VAVIE, 


National "Sceretary, CP, USA, cied in Ncw York 
City on the night of Aausust 22, 1964. 
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COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MAPTERS 


ahr 


Clarence Jones {s the General Counsel 
to the Gandni Society for Huran Rights, 
15 East Oth Street, New York, N.Y. 





— = Tre Labor Youth League has been designated 
ann pursuant to Executive Order 1050. 


*; 
/ 
atwibeth.. tially ta 4 - we + 


‘Be ae, h ry 
aoe ts ye. ee BES : 
? A : ° 
i + subs 








| ( ‘) 
aes : é, ; At. Lée Encrem, Vf /§-C 
TO 3 Sout ba» 


\J ALL INFORMA HON Cai. 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSISIEr 
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The Director next poke Of civil rights ~iclatic-s, He told the repo ers 
hye wanted to dispel a number of myths concerning FBI jurisa.‘ion and assignment 
personnel in such cases, He stated it wes a common belief in :2™.e circles that Special 
Agents in the South were all, without exception, southern born Agenis, As a matter of 
fact, 70% of the Agents currently signed to the South were born in the North. He stated 
that the "notorious" Martin LutherKing had attempted to capitalize cn this matter by 
claiming that all Agents assimed to the Albany, Georgia, Resident £ . - cy were southern 
born Agents. As @ :natier of fact, 4 out of 5 of the Agents assigned .o “he Albany, 
Georgia, Resident Agency were northern born. The Director stated si. ad instructed me 
to get in touch with Revcrend King and line up an appointment so that ix. . could be giveny 
the true facts. He siavied thai King had refused to give me an appOinira.n. and, therefgr re; 
he considered King +3 be the most "nok orious liar" in the country. 
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| The Director stated he wanted to make it clear that the FBI is nota 
police agency." We do not guard anycric; we are “fact finders"; the FBI cannot "wet 
nurse’ anyone, The Director explaines ioe the FBI has had remarkable success in 
civil rights cases, aithougn, to hear V22°in Luther King talk the FBI has done nothing, 
The Jirector stated thei we have been a! hie to penetrate the Ka Klux Klan and that as a 
resu:t we know what the Kan is doing currently ana what they plan to do in the future, 
He acc=d that in the caSe of the 3 murdered civil rights victims in Mississippi he had 
insizucted that FBI Agents interview ali members of the Ku Klux Klan toput*them — 
on notice that the FBI was going to thoroughly investigate violations of the law. He added 


* { that Governor Johnson of Mississippi had fired 5 or 6 officers who had been members a 
at the Klan. The next question asked for Mr. Hoover to sive rhon “ore details about! A 
* Martin Luther King. He stated, off the record,” "He is one OF ene lo, (ese - characters in/ } 

the country." There was an immediate inquiry as to whether ise cave} ¢ quoted on the 
original statement that Martin Luther King “y liar and he sinzex. iY se chat is | 


_ record," 
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fi vate: 11/17/64 


re 


peat plain text or code 


(Priority or Wethod oF Walling) 2,” 
one ae ice ba 4&0 
CXTENDED BY... FY Lele. 


oi + DIRECTOR, FBI (100-442529) Feason FOR EXTENSION = > 
a IM, Hl, 1-2.4.2..--------ceeene-see- 
FROM = SAC, NEW YORK (100-153735) hate oF REVIEW FOR 12-€4.. 
oe a 


SCECLASSIFICATION....- 


ok, 
Via ~ AIRTEL _ 


SUBJECT: CZRW. eee eer cae ee 
IS-C COMPS CATAL MATERIAL ATTACHED 
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Enclosed are seven copies of a letterhead 
memorandum, captioned and dated as above, 
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The source who furnished the information in the ! 
letterhead memorandum was a source close top(2) b 1b)! ; 
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(1-100-5586) (MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.) BGS 
1-New York (100-467297) (BAYARD RUSTIN) (42) oe NN NY 
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riizs of the NYO were reviewed for the names 
JULES BERNSTEIM, (ph} and HOWARD CLEEB, but did not 
furnish identifiable information. 


This letterhead memorandum has been chet LC 
"Secret" because it contains information from blz) b AD) 


et. a source who has furnish:d highly sensitive information — vee 
. with respect to the racia: situation in the New York 
~. area and the Communist infiltration thereof. In light 


of this, the classification is wed. 





w, TED STATES DEPARTMENT wv. 5,USTICE 


ee 7 
+ 





BORE? 
FEDERAL BUKEAU OF INVESTIGATION 





= 


In Reply, Please Refer be 


Fite No. | 
Bu 100-442529 New York, New York 
| | November 17, 1964 
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SATE POR EE ae Re: Communist Influence in 
oh --°° : Racial Matters 

sre ot oe FOR jie! Internal Security - C 


[OLASSIFICATION =" Lo+ 


A confidential source, who has furnished reliable 
informatior in the past, furnished information on November 16, 


Pe, ee Sea 


a ar) 


1904, revealing That Jules Bernstein, (phonetic ) of the 
Teamsters Union in Washington, D.C., was in contact with 
Bayard Rustin (Organizer of the March on Washington) on that 
: date. Bernstein, according to the source, sought Rustin's 
” ! support in behalf of Howard Cleeb (phonetic) who is trying 
to secure a position with “the "Equal Emoloyment Opportunities 
Commission." Bernstein said Cleeb ise presently employed as 
. Associate Executive Secretary of the National Labor Relations 
Board. Furthermore, he said Cleeb is a career civil servant 


+h, oe cae Tn haw a2 ARAAKR SEANAD nan Ream w4t AR ws raaamn ee £m 


7 a with aVvuU 4abd0or @VUe pp Vaiive by VilG ANCA AVG! Federation of 
Labor =- Congress of Industrial Organizations (AFL-CIO), but 
said he needed more backing from the civil rights movement. 
In light of that need, Bernstein requested that Rustin ask 
Martin Luther King (President of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference (SCLC) }) and A. Philip Randolph 
(President of the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters, AFL-~ 
CIO) to write letters to Pregident Johnson recommending : 
Cleeb for the position which he is seeking. Rustin said he 


would do what 12 eceould, cautioning however that It would 
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be difficult to help him if neither King nor Randolph knew 
Cleeb. UL r 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the’ property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 


its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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Re: Communist Influence in 
Racial Matters 
Internal Security - C 


On November 16, 1964, the source advised that 


Rustin and Andrew Young (Assistant to King) were in 


conference on that date. Their contact, the gource said, 
Was to permit Rustin to relate to King through Young the 
results of his trip to London, England, on November 12, 
1964, to meke preparations for King's visit in December, 
1964. Rustin said Prime Minister Wilson will be in New 
York City or ‘he same day that King will be ABie¥ FOrt( on 
December 3. 1ly54, permitting a meeting between them). 
Rustin said he (the Prime Minister) had desired that 

King go to London earlier but knew that he could not.,, 
make it in view of his (King's) earlier commitments . (A, 


Rustin, in enumerating the commitments of King 
in London, listed the following: 

On Sunday, December 6, 1964, will cvreach in St. 
Paul's Cathedral; on Monday, December 7, wii! attend a mass 
meeting in one of the large halls in London to raise mone 
to be divided between King's work in the Sovch and the | 
work being done in South Africa; will also meet with the 
Archbisnop of Canterbury on Monday, December 7, and with 
the Chief Rabbi of Great Britain,and at 4:30 p.m., on the 
same date, he will meet with Cabinet members and with 


members of the House of Lords. 


| ae 
Rustin told Young he thought there would be 


tremendous enthusiasm about King's visit, and said 
preparations over there were in very capable hands. He 


aatAA ha ha A AAmAN TAF AA a OPE ma et OANA FH AN FAA Kara ha thaeh€ 
O4G4U 446 4GU VVMIP AOC UOM & 444A OY YUE Yk Vi 2S VLA 


King should include (in his remarks) therefore, wanted to 
send it to King right away. Young told him he could send. it 
{the draft) by air - mail, Special Delivery, to Henry 
Arrington (a Miami attorney who counsels King} at 1034 

N.M, 3rd Avenue, Miami, who in turn, could deliver it to 
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Re: Communist Influence in 
Racial Matters 
Internal Security - ¢ 


According to the source, Young said he had 

| eanietoysth Harry (wacnte1) on Saturday, November 14, 1964, 
and/had considered the possibility of getting the President 
(president Johnson) to commit himself so that "we" can 
have the reception. in honor of King. Rustin said he would 
try to contact Wachtel regarding the matter. 


 Rurtin said with regard to the banquet in King's 
honor to be «2272 on December 4, 1964, by United Nations 


Secretary U. Thant, that it would be restricted to 18 people, Le 


The source advised on November 16, 1964, that 
Rustin and Harry Wachtel were in touch on chat date, during 
which time Rustin furnished a tentative schedule of King's 
trip to London, England. According to the source, the schedule. 
was the same as furnished by Rustin to Andrew Young, except 
for an additional commitment, namely, a reception at the 


' United States Mission to the United Natiors. ‘ecember 4, 


1964, given by. Ambassador Adlai Stevenson. 


“On November | 16, 1964, according vo the same source, 
Rustin, Martin Luther King and Andrew Young, were in contact. 
Rustin took the opportunity to inform them that United. Nations Je 
Ambassador Stevenson desired to give a reception for King yin ae 
on the night of December 4, 1964. He said the tentative . . 
“\ time for the affair is between the hours of 6: 200 p. M., Paes 
— B00 pim.” ‘King said this would be suitable ty him. 


ee King said ‘ena after oie learned of his 
schedule of events in London, that he preferred to 

curtail some of his activities so that he will not be worn. 
out when he arrives in Oslo, Norway. Rustin advised him %t° 
adhere to his commitment with the Archbishop of ore 


“since he met with the Pope a- short time ago. wo 


has 
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Communist Influence In Ractal Mntters 


: In "The Saturday Evening Post", issue of July lle 
ieee 18, 1964, pago 76, Bayard rustin is the sudject 
4 7 | _. Of a feature article ceptioned: "The Lone Wolf — 
4 of Civil Rijhts", In it, Rustin is seid to 
a have come to New York in 1938, as an organizer 
| -for the Young Communist League (YCL), and as 
- | such, he had the job of recruiting students for 
- : | the "Party", Furthermore,' the article reports 
‘ " that during his first °ycars in New York, mustin 
- gave most of nis earnings to the "Party". He 
. - Yeportedly left the "Party" in 191, the ‘article 


a states. 

“ 

he The YCL has veen dcesipnatcd pursuant to 

4 Executive Order 10450, : 

The "Daily Worker", February 11, 1957, page 1 

2 column 2, reported that Bayard nustin, Executive 
Secretary, Wer Resisters Leajue, wes an observer 

| . at the léth National Convention of the 

ak Communist Party, United States of Ancrica 

' | (CP, USA), held in New York City, on 

| . A | February 9-12, 1957. | 

we | | a” 

= 2. The "Daily “Norker" yas an Eest Coast Communist 

ok 7 puolication until it ceased pudlicution on 

+s January 13, 1958. 





' 
| } : 
‘ : 

{ 


bt) 


- Another confidential sourcc, who has furnished 

/ reliaole information in the pust, advised on 
February 19, 20, 1964, that Jnyerd Rustin 
contacted 3scnjamin J, Duvis on those dates 
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Influence In Raclal Hattors 


and soujht his advice as to how he could cscape 
rom G@ spceéking engapemcnt to which he was 
conmitted., On the latter contact, Davis told 
Rustin that he was working on his request and 
had contacted friends who had contacts 
group to which Rustin was to speak, 





_ "The New York Timea", August 2h, 1964, page 27, 


column 4, reports that Benjamin Jd. Davis, 


National Sceretary, CP, USA, died in New York \: 


City on the night of August 22, 196), 
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COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACTAL MATTERS 


NE ir Ee RE aren vets 


' Harry Wachtel is the Executive Vice 
President of the Gandhi Soclety for Human 
Rights, 15 East Oth Street, New York, N.Y. 
He resides at 29 Split Rock Drive, Kings 
Point, Long Island, N.Y. 





A characterization of the National Lawyers 
Guild is attached hereto, 


~~ Leb 
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NATIONAL LAWYERS GUILD 


The "Guide to Subversive Organizations and 


“"" Publications," revised and published es of December 1, 


1961, prepared and released by the Ccmmittee cn Un- 


' American Activities, United States House of Represent- 


atives, Washington, D.C.,;:;contains the fclloving 


_ concerning the National Lawyers Guild: 


~_ 


"National Lawyers Guild 


'- “. Cited as a Communist front. : 
(Snecital Committee on Un-fmerican 
Activities, House Report 1311 on the 
CIO Political Action Committee, 
March 29, 1944, p. 149.) 


Le | MteaAH ae a Pea ae Seal ef} fan awe ff tht ah fin 
& « VkLUGwM Ge GQ Wwbliitbiitow Liv isav Whe dbwida a. 67 
' the foremost legal bulwark of the 


Communist Party, its front organizations, 
and controlled unions! and which ‘since 
its inceotion has never failed to rally 
to the legal defense of the Communist 
Party and individual members thereof, 
including known espionage agents.! 
(Comnittee on Un-American Activities, 
House Renort 3123 on the National 


wo Lawyeirg Qaild, sevutember el, 1950, 
| originglly related September 17, 1950.) 
i : 


W323 iT dérend the cases of Communist 
lawtreakers, fronts have been devised 


making special arpeais in behalf of civil 
_liberfies and reaching out far beyond the 


3 - gonfines of the Communist Party itself. 


Among these organizations are the * * *# 


Natiqnal Lawyers Guild. When the 
Communist Party itself is under fire 
‘these offer a bulwark of protection,! 
. {Internal Security Subcommittee of the 
es . Senate Judiciary Committee, Handbook 
for ericans, S. Doc. 117, April 23, 
1956}; p. 91.)" 
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December 2, 1964 


ES AL 1 | DAAA. ON 


ek INE FORMA it) UIV COf. a . ie 


The President 
The White House a fe NIS UNCLASS; rlED ALL TNTOPMATION CONTAINED 
Washington, D. C, ATE /2 -YFQ- PY §$AfjAn tA ROE 55 UNCLASSIPIED 
BYCLTT WHERE SHOWN 
My dear Mr. President: 607 & OTHERWISE. j. ' 
3 
7? In response to his request to see me7 Deonferred 
for about an hous with the Reverend Martin Luther King in my office 
yesterday afternoon. He was accompanied by the following members 
of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference of which he is 
President: Reverend Ralph D. Abernathy, Treasurer; Andrew J. 
Young, -Program Director; and Walter E, Fauntroy, Director of the 
organization's Washington, D. C., office. 


The meeting was most amicable and King indicated ee 
that he had requested to see me in.an effort to clear up any mis- =~ . 
understandings that we might have. He apologized for remarks 
attributed to him eriticizing the FBI and me with specific reference 4 
to Aibany, Georgia. He stated that in this connection he had either 


BY LIAISON 






been mfSquoted or there had been an outright misrepresentation, a oes as 

7 Pa ee 8 Po Te ce, See No 
: = He said that while some Negroes have complained to i Oy 
hfnnthatdhe FBI has been ineffective in investigating civil rights 3 x \ 
vidlations; he personally discounts such complaints and aaid he x ‘ 
ar peiates the fine work the FBI has been doing in this regard. \ \ 
4 3 , 

‘© He said he had been critical of the FBI only in Sy 


connection with instances where our Agents, who had been iis 
mplaints involving police brutality, were, thereafter, ee oe an iv 











Mr. Belmont (Sent with cover memo) 1 - Miss Gandy (Sent with cover memo’ 


Tolsor f. r. Mohr hop 1 - Miss Holmes (Sent with cover memo: 
Mert J ‘-1 . Mr. Rosen {sént with’ cover:me o) 1-Mr. Jones (Sent with cover memo) | 
oe > My. Sullivan (Sent with cover’ emo) 1- Mr. Morrell (Sent with cover memo 
cinee  @ NOTE: @ebDeLdach: to Mohr Memo of samedi date, aptioned ' "Martin Luther King 
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The President 


being friendly toward these same officers. He said situations like 
this serve to breed Necro distrust for the FBL I advised 
Reverend King that I was aware that allegations of thie nature 

had been made and that I had looked into the matter. It was 
determined that these charges were without basis. . 


Reverend King categorically denied ever having made 
@ personal attack on me and also denied that he had ever instructed 
Negroes not to cooperate with the FBI I told him that when Negroes 
are encouraged not to cooperate with the FBI, the solution of cases 
ia delayed and sometimes frustrated. He said, to the contrary, he 
encouraged such cooperation. He explained that Negroes in many 
areas are frustrated. He said he feels it is his duty to keep them 
from expressing tieir frustrations through violence. Reverend King 
made reference to my report to you on the rioting that took place in 
eBoine of our northern cities last summer. He indicated he considers 
it an excellent analysis of the situation. 


Communist infiltration of the civil rights movement 
was discussed. Keverend King stated that as a Christian he could 
never accept communism and that he shared my concern with the 
problem. He described communism as a “crippling, totalitarian 
disease." He said that while there are “one or two" former com- . 
munists currently engaged in fund-raising activities for the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference, he does not tolerate communists in 
his organization. He cited the communist background of Hunter Pitts 
O'Dell and noted that he considered the success of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference more important to him than his friendship with 
O'Dell. Consequently, he claimed, O'Dell is no longer associated 
with his Organization. 
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The President 


The problems confronting the FEI in civil rights 
investigations were explained to the Reverend King in detail. J 
made it clear to him that cases developed as a result of FBI 
investigation must often be tried in local courts where there are 
difficulties involved in getting white juries to convict white 
defendants in connection with clvil rights matters. I cited some of 
our experiences in this regard. 


He and his associates were advised of the recent 
conferences held for local law enforcement officers throughout the 
United States for the purpose of fully acquainting them with civil rights 
legislation and their responsibilities in connection with same. I told 
him that the results of this campaign have been encouraging in the 
cooperation received. 


I pointed out to him that there is a great misunderstanding 
today among the general public and particularly the Negro race as to 
the FEI's role in civil rights matters. I emphasized that the FEI is an 
investigative agency, that it cannot recommend prosecution or make 
on-the-spot arrests where Federal laws have not been violated. He 
was advised that the FRI will not protect civil rights workers or 
Negroes because the FEI does not have the authority or jurisdiction 
to do so. He was also advised that the FBI cannot and will not 
exceed its authority. Reverend King was told that our investigations 
are conducted in a thorough and impartial manner, but if he or any of 
his associates knew of a Special Agent who had shown bias or prejudice, 
I wanted to know about it immediately. 


Reverend King indicated that the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference is planning to engage in voter registration 
activities in Selma, Alabama, on or about January 1, 1965, and that 
he has learned that there could be violence. I told him that our Agents 
would be on the scene, not for the purpose of rendering protection, 
but to observe and report to the Department of Justice any possible 
violations of civil rights that may occur, 
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The President 


Reverend King expressed his gratitude for having the 
opportunity to meet me. He said he felt our meeting had been ® 
productive one, and I told him to feel free to get in touch with me any 


time be thought it necessary to do #0. 
Respectfully submitted, 


